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The Massabielle
The Weekly Newsletter of St Bernadette’s 
Parish Community, Castle Hill, NSW
DECEMBER 23 – 24 —  FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT
Issue Number 184
HAPPY CHRISTMAS FROM ALL THE PARISH STAFF!
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Crib and Christmas Tree outside St Peter’s, Rome
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Inside St Peter’s with Pope Benedict at Midnight Mass, 2005
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Pictured outside St Peter’s, Rome, with Graham and Jacinta Kearns, Adam and William following Midnight Mass last year.
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Photo taken of the Ubi et Orbi Blessing.  (To the City [of Rome] and the World.)  The Pope is on the balcony of St Peter’s.  Along with the Kearns Family, I am just in front of the Christmas tree you can see in the first photo on the right.

A CHRISTMAS IN ROME

T

his time last year I was in Rome and was lucky enough to obtain tickets to the Midnight Mass celebrated by Pope Benedict XVI.  I was joined by Jacinta and Graham Kearns and their two boys from Castle Hill.  It was a wonderful experience; Rome was cold, but it was a privileged once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to celebrate Christmas with other Catholics from around the globe in the world’s largest church.  It taught me how universal our religion is.  Readers at mass read the lessons and prayers of the faithful in different languages, including English.  

    St Peter’s in Rome certainly has the “wow” factor, but home is home.  Here in Castle Hill there is a friendliness that can never be achieved in such a large worship space.  St Bernadette’s is a caring community; we share our goods with the poor as was seen by the extraordinary Hamper Mass celebrated two weekends ago.  We continue the Catholic tradition of worshipping God every Sunday as Catholics have since those early centuries in Rome.  I feel proud to be a Catholic!

    I wish you all God’s choicest blessings during this beautiful season of Christmas.  Thank you for having me as your parish priest.         Father John.
Liturgy Corner  SHAPE  \* MERGEFORMAT 



In shop after shop, the ubiquitous candy cane is there for people to buy.  Do those who make, and then sell it, know the reason behind it?  When you purchase and then give a candy cane to someone, it becomes a wonderful way to tell THE STORY. 

The shape of the cane is a reminder of the Shepherd King.  Jesus is of the line of David, who was a shepherd and became a king (1 Sam 23:17).  Jesus calls himself ‘the good shepherd’ (Jn 10:11) and we know he was King (Lk 19:38). The predominant white colour symbolises the purity of Jesus who was without sin (Heb 4: 15). The wide red stripe tells us of the sacrifice Jesus made for us (1 Cor 15:3), while the narrow red ones are to remind us of the small sacrifices we make on our journey of faith. The flavour, peppermint, is similar to hyssop (Jn19:29).  Should the cane you buy have a green stripe, or ribbon, this is a call to grow in faith. The candy cane is only one of the symbols of Christmas. What stories will YOU tell about the star, angels and the gifts of the kings? 

R e a d i n g s ……
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First Reading  Micah 5:1-4  The prophet foretells that the promised Messiah will be born in Bethlehem and will restore the family of God’s people.
Second Reading  Heb 10:5-10  The author looks back to the Psalms and finds there an explanation that Jesus came into the world to offer himself as a sacrifice for our sins.
Gospel  Luke 1:39-44  The mother of our Lord sets out on a long journey to share the news of her pregnancy with her relative Elizabeth, who herself is expecting a baby.
Next week:  Holy Family – Year C
Sirach 3:2-6,12-14, Colossians 3:12-21, Luke 2:41-52
Feast Days this Week

St Stephen, first martyr – Tues 26 December

St John, apostle, evangelist – Wed 27 December

Holy Innocents, martyrs – Thurs 28 December
ST BERNADETTE’S PARISH, CASTLE HILL
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CHRISTMAS TIMETABLE 2006

     Sunday, 24 December  -  Christmas Eve

        6.00pm
-   Children and Young Families’ Mass


         at Benildus Hall, Oakhill College

        7.00pm
-    Family Mass

        9.30pm
-    LIFE TEEN Youth Mass

      11.30pm
-    Traditional Midnight Mass 


          (preceded by carols)
     Monday, 25 December  -  Christmas Day


7.30am, 9.00am, 10.30am  –  No 6.00pm Mass

Christmas Day Table Prayer
Lord God of Life,

together with the beautiful traditions

of decorating the Christmas tree,

of singing carols and giving gifts,

this Christmas dinner is an important part

of our celebration of the birth

of our Lord, Jesus Christ.

Come, Lord our God,

and surround our feast day table

as we delight in this joyous season of Christmas.

Gift us in this meal with the taste of happiness

as we savour this coming together

of family and friends.

As sparkling stars and singing angels rejoiced

at the birth of the Christ Child in Bethlehem,

so may we take great joy

in this our Christmas dinner-celebration.

May You, our God, bless it and us

in Your holy name:  Father, Son and Holy Spirit.

Amen.
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TO ALL WHO HELPED WITH CHRISTMAS  MASSES – Acolytes, servers, lectors, special ministers of the Eucharist, God’s housekeepers, flower ladies, cleaners, traffic control, ushers and musicians. A special thank you.
THE PARISH OFFICE WILL BE CLOSED BETWEEN CHRISTMAS AND THE NEW YEAR – WILL REOPEN ON 2 JANUARY.

THE 2007 PARISH CALENDAR is now available – please take a copy home.  We especially thank our sponsors and advertisers.  Please support them.
HOLY HOUR every Thursday 8-9pm – including Rosary, prayers, hymns & scripture reading. All welcome!  

HOLY HOUR WILL BE HELD AFTER THE 7.30PM THANKSGIVING MASS THIS THURS 28 DECEMBER.

NEW TO THE PARISH, RETURNING TO THE FOLD OR CHANGED YOUR DETAILS RECENTLY?  If any parishioner is new to the parish, please register with us so we can contact you, make you feel welcome and share with you the resources of our many parish groups.  Yellow registration forms are available in the church foyer.  If you have  changed address and phone number, would you please notify the Parish Office.  This can be important in times of sick calls.
AVAILABLE to all Parishioners : a PILGRIM STATUE to encourage Family prayer.  A statue of Our Lady with Saint Bernadette is available to your home for one week's loan during 2007.   Parishioners book it for a specific week for many reasons: in thanksgiving, in celebration of a birthday, wedding anniversary, during pregnancy, after birth of first child, for a sick family member, for the anniversary of the death of a loved one and many other special intentions. Bookings should be made now on the roster sheet in the foyer. Enquiries: Alf Jacobs: 98948123 or Janina Mousley: 98996060. "the family that prays together, stays together". ...(from the Rosary- Crusader priest, Father Peyton). 
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…events and news for ALL Parishioners…

LIFE TEEN SUPPER FOR EVERYONE will return next year.  Thank you to all the people and all the companies who have supported us throughout the year.  

Love: the real deal (2 Thessalonians 3:5) - LIFE TEEN: SPREAD THE WORD – There are many views and opinions about what love is but what is the real deal.  Have you been hurt because of it?  Are you stronger now or more defensive now?  Or you still can’t work it out…as always let God be your guide.  Check out the church notice board.

…events and news for Youth & Young Adults…

LIFE TEEN Youth Ministry:  We have some amazing things planned for next year.  We have our regular groups (see below) some great camps; Summer Camp (see below), Discipleship, LIFE Night Winter Camp, Into LIFE Winter Camp and our new Parent & Teen Camp; we also have some great activities planned like Dance Parties and Monday Movie Madness.  If you are in high school next year don’t miss these awesome events!!!
LIFE TEEN Summer Camp 07 for anyone in high school in 2007.  Make sure you don’t miss this awesome start to the year, Jan 22-25.  You’ll have heaps of fun...guaranteed!  There are great activities which include giant swing, high ropes, commando course, archery, BMX bike track, putt-putt golf, flying fox, tennis, trampolines, basketball,  volley ball, table tennis and all the usual fun and activities at the beach each day.  Also a great chance to be with your friends and make new ones too! Info and registration forms available in the church foyer.  Less than 20 places now left!  
Into LIFE for any high school teens in yr 7 or 8:  Wednesdays, 7-8:30pm, in the Parish hall for games and activities.  It doesn’t matter if you haven’t been before as our great team of leaders will make sure you feel welcome.  Begins again next year when school starts.  

LIFE Night for any high school teens in yr 9-12:  Sunday nights in the Parish hall 7:30-8:30pm for great fun and faith.  It doesn’t matter if you haven’t been before as our great team of leaders will make sure you feel welcome.  Begins again next year when school starts.  

The LIFE Lounge for any post school young adults:  Back again next year.  Come and check out this cool, funky space with the most comfortable beanbags and hot drinks.  Great way to meet other young adults and share thoughts about life and faith.  See you there!

LIFE TEEN is now producing podcasts - Check out the website, www.lifeteen.com, for your free weekly podcast.
Looking for a great website for teens and young adults?  Look no further - www.lifeteen.com.  If you want to know what’s on for youth and young adults at St Bernadette’s check out our parish youth website www.lifeteenaustralia.com, or contact Sean or Alice at the Parish House on 9634 2622 or email youth@stbernadette.org.au. 



ACOLYTES & ALTAR SERVERS please collect your rosters for January from the priests’ sacristy and altar servers’ rooms respectively.
NEW ALTAR SERVERS: Boys and girls who will be in year 5 and above in 2007 are invited to join the ministry of Altar Servers. Should you wish to join or require further information please call Melvyn Myers 8883 1166.

GOD’S HOUSEKEEPERS are looking for new members (male or female) to join the group.  Come and join us to keep our Church beautiful. Dusting and light cleaning no vacuuming involved, rostered on once every 7 weeks with a group of three or four other members.  Enquiries:  Kym Holden 9634 7882 or kymholden@bigpond.com.
ST BERNADETTE’S NETBALL CLUB Most teams are nearly full for 07 season, but we would love to hear from anyone who would like to play in winter 07, particularly if you are turning 8 yrs, 10 yrs, 12 yrs or 14-20 yrs in 07.  For further information, please ring Registrar – Jo Biggs on 8850 0324.
 
NEW SOCIAL DAY PROGRAMS FOR MALTESE-AUSTRALIAN SENIOR CITIZENS aged 65 years & over; for the frail or socially-isolated who live within the Baulkham Hills Shire Council area, there is a group offering: organized social activities, monthly outings, transport to and from the community centre, fun, laughter & practical help, m/tea, lunch and a/tea.  Two groups will be available:  Hills Maltese Seniors Group – Wed, 10am to 3pm every fortnight at Thompson Hall, Balcombe Heights Estate, 92 Seven Hills Rd, Baulkham Hills, possibly starting March 07.  Group for Maltese seniors with dementia – to give a day of rest to their carers.  To be eligible for the programs, the person would need to be assessed by our trained officers.  Contacts:  Martin Gore, Social Day Program Asst Coordinator, Hills Community Care  9761 7615, HCC Maltese Advisory Committee members:  Antoinette 9899 1938, Nancy 9682 3133, Maria 9881 8650, Mary Ann 0412 434 383.
Catholic Church Insurances’ Publication known as ‘GRACEFUL LIVING’  is available in the Church foyer.
Please pray for  Thereza Nazareth, Tom Tallon and Rose Foley who died recently and for Carmela Paneta, Cecil Brito, Henry Costa, Sylvie De Silva, Restituto Aguilar, John & Pat Connell, Elvira & Sebastian Cunial, Regina & Antonio Serafin whose anniversaries occur about this time and for Johnson, Russo, Zanella families, Kevin Murphy, Leo and Sheila Galvin and Thimio Dimakis.
Prayers for the sick:   Bart Daley, Elizabeth Gavin, Clyde Cranny, Lee Lonard, Nicole Sheffield, Lesley Carroll, Iris Rodriquez, Sarah Moraschi, Kylie Taylor, Daniel Jernazian, James Boyd, Josephine Wilson, Paul Griffin, sick members of C/Hill SVDP, Marie Pearson, Jacinta Pearson, John Smith, Larissa O’Callaghan, Evi Barbosa, Iris Henderson, Celia Estacio, May McMartin, Fr R Lyons, Martin Family, Gillian O’Brien, Gina Vella, See Seng Lorenzo, Michael Galvin, Christopher Gangemi, Marguerite Topolynski, Cathy Clancy, Bob Clarke, Rita Dwyer, Michael Ryan, Robert & Jenny Brisbane, Lisa Boaro, Theresa Lobo, Tricia Batongbacal, Gabriel, Agnes Ryan, Mariee Biegelke, Michael York, Susie Marks, Trish Lucas, Kevin Damyon, Anne Feely, Leo Noel, Geoff Robinson, Damiano Vallelonga, Katherine Lambert, John F Smith, Pamela Lobo, Bernadette Shea, Val Pearson, William Gama, Ignatius Periera, Don Jenkins, Rebecca Aylmer, Carmin Nazareth, Leony Schiller, Melchoir Mascenanhas, Mrs Saminathan, Angela Banno, Revo, Rachalle & Lilia Rosales. Danuta Dabrowski,  Baby Higgins, Owen Trainor, Lorraine Johnson, Patrick Burke.
St Bernadette’s Parish Community

Parish House, 367 Old Northern Road, Castle Hill, NSW 2154

Telephone 9634 2622    Fax 9899 3511    Email: admin@stbernadette.org.au
Web page: http://www.stbernadette.org.au 
Parish Staff



Sunday Mass Times for Next Weekend
Fr John Boyle, Parish Priest


Sunday 
Sat 
6.00pm 

Fr Eugene Szondi, Assistant Priest



Sun 
7.30am, 9.00am, 10.30am

Sr Judy McLeod, rsm, Pastoral Associate



& 6.00pm Parish LIFE TEEN Youth Mass
Mrs Alice Bradshaw, Sacramental Co-ordinator 
    Weekdays    Mon 
Christmas Day 

Mr Sean Finucane, Youth Minister  



Tue 
(Boxing Day) 6.45am 
Mr Ian Pomeroy, Into LIFE Youth Minister


Wed 
 6.45am, 9.15am 
Mrs Carla Knox, Parish Secretary (Mon, Wed-Fri)

Thurs 
 6.45am, 9.15am & 7.30 pm

Mrs Monica Rubic, Parish Secretary (Finance: Mon-Thu)

Fri    
 6.45am, 9.15am 

Mrs Annarita Mezger, Parish Secretary (Tue & Fri)

Sat 
 8.00am
 

Mr Michael Watson, Maintenance Co-ordinator  







    Reconciliation   Sat  8.30am–9.00am;  4.30pm–5.30pm 

Baptisms and Marriages:  By appointment only.  Contact the Parish House   Please note the Church law:  Parents are obliged to take care that infants are baptised in the first few weeks; as soon as possible after the birth or even before it, they are to go to the pastor to request the sacrament for their child and to be prepared properly for it. [Can.  867 §1]

St Bernadette’s Parish School:  Mr Ted Langford, Principal 9634 2898

ROSTERS FOR NEXT WEEKEND – December 30 - 31
	
ACOLYTE / SERVERS
	LECTORS
	EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS 

OF COMMUNION

	SAT 6.00PM
Melvyn Myers
Cassandra, Jacqueline & Nicholas Holden
	Vince Connelly
Ray Scully
	Joanne Barrett, Carol Cividin, Esther Coleiro, Beverley Curtis, Kevin Damyon, Maureen Fearnside, Sue Fuda, Warren Hiser.


	7.30AM
John Maker
Joshua & Sophie Abrahams
Sasha Novacek
	Anne Parker

Karl Procter


	Aileen Avedillo, Patricia Bright, Hilary Burton, 

Margaret Elder, Rachel Elliot, Peter Grace, 


	9AM

Joe Josue

John Fizpatrick, Leanne Yu, Thomas Carvalho


	David Green

Lina Josue


	Karen Askey, Hubert & Christine Jenneke, 

John Leach,  Lena Madry, David O’Hearn, 

Trevor & Joanne O’Shea, Cathy Piggott.  


	10.30AM
Joe Lorenzo

Damien Stone, Mary Ward, Bryan Joseph 

	Michael Abrahams

Tim Abrams


	Edward Antony, Pauline Camilleri, Dorothy Finucane,
Elizabeth Fogolin, Philip Golamco, Crystal Good,
Margaret Hawkes, Winnie & Henry Li.


	CHILDREN’S LITURGY

No Children’s Liturgy -

School Holidays 

FLOWER ROSTER

Tess de La Concepcion


	GOD’S HOUSEKEEPERS
Jeanette Leach, Cathy Teh, 

Janice Bonaccorso, Eva Mustapic.      
COUNTING (1st Collection) 
Barbara Ingram   

Marie Sammut  
	COUNTING (2nd Collection)  
David Dunn, Andrew Losurdo, Matthew Troy, 
Michael Puckeridge, Graham Murray.

 BOOKSHOP 

Anne Cowan  / Carmel Moriarty  / Jane Beard /  Crystal Good / Bernadette Boulos



	6.00PM PARISH LIFETEEN YOUTH MASS MINISTRY ROSTER – December 31

	Extraordinary Ministers
	Lectors
	Ushers
	Altar Preparation
	Musos

	of Communion
	Jen Austin
	Alfonso Aguilera
	Josh Becker
	Lisa Muscat

	Alex Aguilera
	Lesley Musgrave
	
	Gift Preparation
	Marianne Ching

	Darren Edwards
	Stef Musgrave
	Tea & Coffee Service
	Suzannah Ferry
	Matthew Ashton

	Dianne Hanna
	Altar Servers
	Ros Knezevic
	
	Michael McCartney

	Emma Wade
	Sarah Nagle, Prasin Rodrigues, Codey Wynne
	Supper Service
	Musos
	Monnii O’Callaghan

	Maria Aguilera
	Projectionists
	
	Alice Sahabu
	Sara Douglas

	Maria Finucane
	Dean Street
	
	Ben Ferry
	Sarah Ashton

	Monica O'Callaghan
	Josh Becker
	
	Cassie Holden
	Simon McCartney

	Richard Tarlinton
	Welcomers
	Supper Clean Up
	Clare Dickinson
	

	Tina Muscat
	Alfonso Aguilera
	Parents for LIFE
	Daniel Ang 
	

	Vanessa Muscat
	Darren Edwards
	
	Jacinta Ching
	

	Adult Servers
	Maria Aguilera
	
	Jacqueline Holden
	

	Alex Tomic
	Monica O’Callaghan
	
	Jean Voon
	

	Michael Smith
	
	
	Julia Calixto
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