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ANGELS AND DEMONS: THE FILM 

A ngels and Demons is not a “must see” 
film. The official Vatican newspaper 
h a s  c a l l e d  i t  “ h a r m l e s s                    
entertainment… The theme is always 

the same: a sect versus the church [but] this time, 
the church is on the side of the good guys”. I saw 
the film last week and it is a cross between         
Getaway (without the ‘how you get there’ and 
how much it costs’) and the Indiana Jones films. 
It’s a gripping thriller which will leave you on the 
edge of your seat throughout the entire 138          
m i n u t e s .  T h e        
ending is fanciful, 
even farcical, but the 
Vatican newspaper is 
correct. It’s harmless 
entertainment.   
     What struck me 
was how accurate the 
film’s setting and 
costuming is. The 
cardinals’ robes look 
like real authentic 
G a m m a r e l l i ’ s .     
M a x i m i l l i a n              
Gammarelli’s family 
has been papal tailors 
for six generations; 
their shop, not so 
much pre-Vatican II 
as pre-War, is located discretely at the back of the 
Pantheon, a church which figures in the film.   
     The archives of the Vatican looked like the 
real thing to me, although the archives contain 
only printed material, books and documents etc 
and golf buggies for getting around, not vintage 
popemobiles, which are found in the Vatican  
Museums, not the archives. Because of the        
precious nature of the historic material in the       
archives, the fire prevention management is not 
about a water sprinkler system, but a lethal gas 
pumped into the area which kills the flames and 
anyone else who cannot find an oxygen mask 
quickly. Throughout the archives, these oxygen 
masks are located at certain points and visitors go 
through a safety briefing before being admitted to 

the kilometres of corridors that make up the      
Secret Archives of the Vatican. In the film, the 
actors go at such a racy pace that it becomes         
obvious Tom Hanks hasn’t done the proper 
‘safety features of your archives’ briefing and 
nearly dies.   
     The film critics have pointed out a number of 
errors in the film. I wasn’t concerned about these 
and missed some of them, but picked up on the 
fact that the new pope for his post habamus      
papem appearance, when he goes from the Room 

of Tears to the          
balcony of St Peter’s 
does not wear a         
mitre. When he did 
wear a mitre, which 
he does for his ubi et 
orbi (to the City of 
Rome and the world) 
blessing at Christmas 
and Easter, his mitre 
is never, I repeat, 
never, put on from 
the back of his head. 
    It is the first time I 
h a v e  s e e n                
Hollywood actors 
wearing birettas           
correctly. A biretta is 
another piece of         

sartorial headwear. The liturgical advisors have 
got the ecclesiastical haberdashery accurate and 
authentic. 
     When reviewing the background to the making 
of the film there are some surprising facts. Santa 
Maria del Popolo, the church Martin Luther 
stayed at during his trial, figures prominently in 
the film. In this church is the funeral chapel for 
the princely Chigi family, designed for them by 
Raphael in 1516. What draws people to this 
church is Caravaggio’s Conversion of St Paul. In 
the film, the church is undergoing restoration.  
The film makers actually use a police station   
opposite the real church for this section and the 
camera sweeps past the Conversion of St Paul 
angled amongst the protective plastic and      

Swiss Guards on Parade in St Peter’s Square. 
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First Reading: Acts 1:1-11. In this       
passage, Luke gives us a picture of the 
ascension.  
 

Second Reading: Ephesians 1:17-23. 
From his prison cell, Paul prays that we 
may come to a deeper understanding of 
our Lord’s triumph. 

 

Gospel:  Mark 16:15-20. Jesus’ final commission to the 
apostles is that they are to proclaim the Good News and 
baptise those who believe. 
 

Next week: Pentecost - Year B   
Acts 2:1-11; 1 Corinthians 12:3-7,12-13; John 20:19-23 

 
HOLY HOUR every Thursday from 8.00 to 9.00pm 
including Rosary, prayers, hymns & scripture reading. 
All welcome! 
 

Feast Days this Week 
Mary Help of Christians - Monday, 25 May 

St Philip Neri - Tuesday, 26 May 
 
ST VINCENT DE PAUL  Vinnies thanks all its donors. 
Members please note that the quarterly Mass for        
deceased members will be at 6.45am this Friday       
29 May. 
 
K I N D E R G AR T E N  2 0 1 0  AT  S T             
BERNADETTE’S PRIMARY SCHOOL    
Enrolment packs are available from St       
Bernadette’s School Office until Friday 29 
May.  
 
THE FUNERAL FOR CUBBY GOODEN will be        
celebrated at St Bernadette’s Church this Tuesday, 
26 May at 10.30am. 
 
CATECHIST REFLECTION  All Catechists are invited 
to attend a Reflection in the Parish Hall on          
Tuesday,16 June at 7.30pm presented by Sr Judy. 

workman’s tools. It is subtle, more Englishfilm 
than Hollywood. Those who know this painting 
and its setting will get a real buzz from seeing the  
inclusion of the painting, even if ever so briefly, 
in the search for a dying cardinal.   
     St Peter’s Basilica, the Sistine Chapel, the 
crypts beneath St Peter’s, even the Piazza Navona 
and the Pantheon are all recreations.  One marvels 
at how this was done. In fact, Santa Maria della 
Vittoria was recreated and was made even larger 
by the film makers to get their cranes and camera-
gear inside. Unfortunately the digitalised St      
Peter’s uses old photos from before 2000 when 
the Basilica was cleaned. Most of the film was 
shot at Sony Pictures Studios in Los Angeles, 
California because the Vatican would not allow 
the real churches in Rome to be used. The visual 
effects are stunning.   
     Educationally, the film explains how a papal 
election works. Those who know little about the 
Swiss Guards will see them in their work-day   
uniforms as well as their splendid ceremonial   
outfits allegedly designed by Michelangelo who 
must have been an Eels supporter because the 
predominant colours are the blue and gold of the 
mighty Eels.   
     I left the film not quite sure who the goodies 
and badies were. I will have to ask my brother-in-
law. The plot is so ‘out there’ that no one would 
take it seriously, so the Church’s critics will be 
left bereft of criticism. Catholics who have been 
to Rome will enjoy the film immensely and those 
who have not been to Rome will be tempted to 
cash in their super, before it all goes, and buy a 
flight to the Eternal City to see the real thing.  
Angels and Demons is an exciting travelogue.  
Parishioners who have doubts about this film   
being anti-Catholic can wait until the DVD comes 
out.  I enjoyed it. 

Fr John. 
�

LITURGY CORNER 
The heart of today’s gospel lies in Jesus repeating 
his command: ‘Love one another’. Jesus is the 
model for this generous loving as this is the love 
he shows to those who follow him. Jesus changed 
the way in which God relates to human beings: we 
are no longer servants of God but are drawn into 
deep intimacy and friendship through the Son. 
(This is a radical change of relationship given that 
friendship implies equality, openness and sharing 
of life and experience, a mutual concern and    
interest. It may be a challenge to imagine God in 
this way when we tend to consider him as vastly 
superior). This new relationship is not dependent 
on our choice or will. God has chosen us and we 
are now commissioned to bear fruit (recall the  
gospel from last week), fruit that will last. The 
Christian command to love is not a vague feeling 
of good will; it is a love which suffers all, and may 
demand great sacrifice. The command to love as 
Jesus loved may be the most difficult test of our 
Christianity. This is how the presence of Jesus is 
experienced even in his absence!  
                                                                   Adapted The Summit 

 

Graeme and Jacinta Kearns, Adam and William at 
Midnight Mass inside St Peter’s, Rome, Christmas, 2005 



 

 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT 
 

Last weekend Fr Kevin Lee from Padre Pio Parish, 
Glenmore Park made an appeal at all masses for 
prayers and support during the establishment of a new 
church building and parish. An amount of $8100.00 was 
collected and has been sent to Fr Kevin on your behalf 
to assist with his fundraising efforts. Thank you all for 
your generous donations.  
 
ENTERTAINMENT BOOKS 09/10: Only one more 
week before your current edition expires. Don't miss out 
on getting your new edition now with all vouchers valid 
until June 2010. At $55 for Parramatta/Hills edition or 
$65 Sydney North & Sydney – these books are the best 
value ever! Check out the sample books in the foyer 
and see for yourself how great these books are. All     
editions will be available after all masses in a few weeks 
time (details soon) or can be purchased from the Parish 
Office during office hours . Funds raised support our 
Life Teen Youth Ministry – “Leading Teens Closer To 
Christ”. 
 

 

GARAGE SALE AT WINSTON HILLS The Knights of 
the Southern Cross invites you to its Annual Garage 
Sale at St Paul the Apostle, Buckleys Rd, Winston Hills 
next Sunday 31 May from 8.00am. Bargains galore! If 
you have any treasures to donate please phone Trevor       
Wilton on 9873 4501. 
 
ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE AWARD Recently our   
parishioner, Daniel Mezger, was awarded a Year 10 
Academic Excellence Award from the University of  
Sydney. Leading Year 10 students from schools all over 
the state were present at Oakhill College for the awards. 
Well done Daniel! 

 

G I L R O Y  C AT H O L I C  C O L L E G E           
Enrolment Packages for Year 7 in 2010 
are available from the College office 8am 
to 4pm Monday to Friday. Closing date for 
applications is 25 May. For  information: 
g i l r o y@ p a r r a . c a t h o l i c . e d u . a u  o r 
www.gilroy.parra.catholic.edu.au. 
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GILROY COLLEGE PARENTING FORUM  Would 
you like some clues into what makes teenagers 
tick? Brett Murray, a youth and corporate motivator, 
will give insights into teenagers in the comfort of 
Gilroy College library this Wednesday 27 May at 
7.30pm. Tea/coffee from 7pm. Donation: $5. RSVP 
to the school office on 9680 2311 or 
gilroy@parra.catholic.edu.au. 

 

O L M C  P A R R A M A T T A          
SENIORS CONCERT: The Year 
11 students from Our Lady of 
Mercy College, Parramatta invite 
elderly members of our parish to a 
special event on Thursday 28 May 
from 11.00am to 1.30pm featuring 

a variety concert and serving of light refreshments. 
Wheelchair access is available (patients from care 
facilities will need a reasonable degree of            
self-sufficiency). RSVP essential to 9683 3300 as 
numbers are limited. 
 
SEASONS FOR GROWTH is a five week program 
to assist people in working through their              
experiences of loss and grief. The Solo Parent   
Ministry is offering this Program for those whose 
partner or spouse has died. It commences on   
Tuesday 26th May at 10.30 am and will be held in 
the Centacare rooms at the Parish Centre, Allawah 
St, Blacktown. If you would like to join this small 
group for learning and sharing, contact Sr  Eileen 
Quade 9890 2968 or equade@bigpond.com. 
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 SACRAMENTAL PREPARATION 2009  
 

· Last Session: Tuesday 2nd (4pm & 7:30pm) and Saturday 6th June 3:30pm in the Parish Hall for parents  
      and children. 
· All Confirmation details must be finalised. If we have not received your child’s confirmation name or     
sponsor please email (sacraments@stbernadette.org.au) or contact Alice at the parish office asap. 
· Please ensure you have booked your 'Tour of the Church'. 
· Don't forget to book your meeting time with Fr John. Please contact the Parish Office. 
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St Bernadette’s Parish Community  

Parish House, 367 Old Northern Road, Castle Hill, N SW 2154 
  

Telephone 9634 2622    Fax 9899 3511    Email: admin@stbernadette.org.au 
Web page: http://www.stbernadette.org.au 

 
  

Parish Staff      Mass Times for this Week  
Fr John Boyle, Parish Priest     Sunday         Sat        6.00pm 
Fr Eugene Szondi, Assistant Priest        Sun       7.30am, 9.00am, 10.30am &  
Fr Sunny Michael, ms, Assistant Priest                                      6pm Parish LIFE TEEN Youth Mass 
Sr Judy McLeod, rsm, Pastoral Associate      Weekdays     Mon  6.45am    
Mrs Alice Bradshaw, Sacramental Co-ordinator                     Tue  6.45 am,  
Mr Adam Chioatto, Into LIFE Youth Minister                         Wed  6.45am,   9.15am 
Mrs Frances Gallagher, Office Manager                           Thurs 6.45am,  9.15am 
Mrs Monica Rubic, Parish Secretary (Finance: Mon-Thu)              Fri  6.45am,  9.15am 
Mr Michael Watson, Maintenance Co-ordinator                          Sat  8.00am  
Mr Darren Edwards, Maintenance      Mass on Public Holidays at 8am  

                         Reconciliation   Sat  8.30am-9am; 4.30pm-5.30pm 
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Please pray for Cubby Gooden (funeral Tuesday at 10.30am), Henry Wajon, Lorna Cartwright, Angelo Lucchese, 
Joy Mary Tate, Yvonne Fagan and Rona Harkness who have died recently and for the anniversaries of Judy 
Johnson (May 19), Phillip Camilleri, Rosamila Drcar, Ellen Hagerty and Gladys Fogarty.. 
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AAACOLYTES/ SERVERS  LECTORS EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS OF COMMUNION 

VIGIL 
Edy Kesuma 

S8 

Sue Calabrese 
John Geoghegan 

Daniel Mezger 

Felicity Carvalho, Lourice Asmar, Patrick Bowie, Rod Boyd, 
Adeline Chong, Ignatius/Natalia Chui, Lynne Myers,  

Barbara Ortlepp, Mary McMahon 

7.30AM 
Michael Lopez 

S9 

Ron Gledhill 
Jo Wickens 

Joe Menezes 

Paul Hennessey, Francesca Menezes, Remy Sie,  
Bernard Rogers, Geoff Roney, Catherine Seddon 

9.00AM 
Joe Lorenzo 

S10 

Karin Abrams 
Tim Abrams 

Cathy Richmond 

Brian & Jenny Blacklock, Neil Bone, Angela Crowe, 
 Brian D’Arcy, Jeff Davis, Jocelyn Donovan,  

Jack Garcia, Yulia Hong 

10.30AM 
John Maker 

S6 

Mila Mina 
Max Bosotti 

Mary & Jeyaraj Winslow, Crystal & Bernie Good,  
Mark Street, Gaye Crammond, Lydia Flores,  

Monica & Matthew Fitzalan 

.6.00 PARISH  LIFE TEEN YOUTH MASS MINISTRY ROSTER - May 31  

Adult Servers 
Marc Clasquin 
James Madry 

Extraordinary Ministers of Communion 
 

Lectors 
Stef Musgrave 

Jen Austin 
Lesley Musgrave 

Altar Servers 
S7 

Projectionist 
Josh Becker 

 

Gift Preparation 
Michael Piggott 

Ushers 
Alfonso Aguilera 
Paul Musgrave 

Welcomers 
Melissa Fenech 

Alison Wong 
 

Musos 
Adam Chioatto 
Alison Wong 
Belinda Lee 

Darren Edwards 
Fran Rogers 

Ian Pomeroy 
Monica O’Callaghan 

Tina Muscat 
Vanessa Muscat 
Veronica Sahabu 

Bass 
Daniel Ang 

 

Piano 
Alice Bradshaw 

 

Guitar 
Michael Smith 

 
Horns/Strings/

Winds 
Sarah Ashton 

Matthew Ashton 

Singers 
Aarti D’Cruz 

Darian Jessup-
Lonsdale 

Eric Gracias Flor 
Veronica Sahabu 

Monique O’Callaghan 
Sara Ang 

 

CHILDREN’S LITURGY 
Shane Robinson 

Karen Byrnes 
 

FLOWER ROSTER 
Margaret Griffin 

 

CHURCH HOUSEKEEPING 
Jeannette Leach, Cathy Teh, Joanne Leach, 

Alicia Maunsell  
 

 COUNTING (1st Collection) 
Barbara Ingram 
Marie Sammut 

COUNTING (2nd Collection) 
Brian Iles, David Hollis, Joe Harney, 

 Kaylene Hollis 
 

BOOKSHOP 
Joanne Barrett / Anne Parker / Bernadette 
Navara / Barbara Halpin / Natasha Orioles 

 


