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PARISH IN DEBT TO $1.6 MILLION 

T he Parish has acquired the property on 
Brisbane Road next to the eastern or 
Sunday driveway that leads onto the 
parish property. There is an existing 

domestic dwelling at Number 21 Brisbane Road 
and the rent from this house will help service the 
loan repayments. We need to find $14,712 a 
month or just on $3,400 a week to service the 
loan.  I think we can do it by everyone in the      
parish pulling together in an effort that hopefully 
will see that the mortgage is paid off in fourteen 
years. 
       Long-term, the 
house on Number 21 
Brisbane Road could 
be used by the 
school or we could 
use the property to 
help in traffic      
management.  
      The present way 
parents in cars have 
to enter the parish 
proper t y every 
school day is far 
from ideal and      
anything that long-
term will increase 
the safety of the  
children by way of 
safer entrance and egress would be a top priority.  
Even removing the school staff car parking area, 
for instance, from the present arrangement to the 
new property on the eastern side of the school 
would be a safer option for our school children.  
But the property has not been bought for school 
usage, even though the school community might 
be the major beneficiary at some time in the       
future. 
       The land has been bought by the parish so 
that we might begin to address the needs for the 
still-growing parish of Castle Hill. No usage or 
option is ruled out at this point of time. If other 
properties along Brisbane Road became available 
in the future, the parish would look seriously at 
acquiring them. The parish is still growing and 

some of you would have noticed that God is not 
making any more land.   
     This brings me to write about the way we 
manage our finances in the parish.  Since we have 
no income-producing assets like rented properties 
or a hall we lease out, the parish is dependent  
entirely on collections from parishioners. Money 
comes from the parish almost solely through the 
Sunday collections. Ordinarily we have two     
collections. The First Collection is for the        
upkeep of the bishop, priests and deacons in the 
diocese. Until 1970 the First Collection belonged 

to the Parish Priest.  
Now it is managed 
by a Board of        
Management and 
from this First     
Col lect ion ,  the 
priests’ stipend of 
$16,000 a year is 
paid along with his 
board and keep, 
housekeepers’ wages 
a m o u n t i n g  t o 
$30,000 and some 
other incidentals.  
From the amount 
collected from the 
First Collection, the 
bishop takes 15% 

and the remaining monies are pooled for the 
priests and deacons in the Diocese. St               
Bernadette’s is subsidising some of the smaller 
parishes as well as sick and retired priests.   
     The Second Collection is where parishioners 
put money in printed/numbered envelopes where 
they have agreed to commit a certain amount of 
their income to the running costs associated with 
the parish. Some ask how much of their income 
should they give to their parish. There are many 
answers. The biblical ideal is 10%. Some         
parishioners do actually tithe. Others give to the 
parish what they would make in an hour at work.  
Most parishioners would see this as reasonable 
and strive to be faithful to such a commitment. It 
is very expensive being a Catholic, but the       

Number 21 Brisbane Road has been acquired 
by the parish. 
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First Reading: Exodus 24:3-8 Moses puts 
God’s commandments into writing and offers 
sacrifices. With the blood of the sacrifices he 
seals the covenant on behalf of the people. 
 

Second Reading: Hebrews 9:11-15 Christ is 
the high priest of the new covenant,         

sacrificing not animals but his own body, and sealing the 
covenant with his own blood. 
 

Gospel:  Mark 14:12-16,22-26 During the feast of the 
Passover, Jesus blesses bread and tells his disciples to 
take and eat it as his body. He then blesses the wine and 
tells them to drink it as his blood, the blood of the new 
covenant between the Lord and his people. 
 

Next week: 12th Week in Ordinary Time - Year B   
Job 38:1,8-11; 2 Corinthians 5:14-17; Mark 4:35-41. 

 
HOLY HOUR every Thursday from 8.00 to 9.00pm 
including Rosary, prayers, hymns & scripture reading. 
All welcome! 
 

Feast Days this Week 
Feast of the Sacred Heart - Friday, 19June 

Immaculate Heart of Mary - Saturday, 20 June 
 
RETIREMENT VILLAGES SCHEDULE THIS WEEK: 
 

Warrina - Mass & Anointing of the Sick, Tuesday 16 
June at 4pm in the chapel. 
Nuffield & Hopetoun - Mass & Anointing of the Sick 
on Wednesday 17 June at 4pm in the chapel at Farrer 
Brown Court. 
Nordby - Mass & Anointing of the Sick on Thursday 18 
June at 4pm. 
Wirreanda - Communion Service & Anointing of the 
Sick on Thursday 18 June at 11am. 
Kilvinton - Mass & Anointing of the Sick on Friday 19 
June at 2pm in Brian King Gardens. 
Flinders - Communion Service & Anointing of the Sick 
on Saturday 20 June at 10am in Donnington Court. 

rewards are beyond belief and beyond this world.   
     The Second Collection pays for the running 
costs associated with the parish. The operating 
expenses last financial year totalled $741,286.00.  
Last week our mortgage was just under one     
million dollars. This week it is $1.6 million. You 
can see we need your help.   
     Besides the printed/numbered envelopes, some 
use either direct debit or credit card to pay dues to 
the parish. Others put in notes or loose coin.    
Traditionally Catholics have put money on both 
plates; notes or coins on the First, and Planned 
Giving Envelopes on the Second.   
     The time has come to move with the times.  
This is why I am asking parishioners to think 
about using the credit card facility for donating 
money to the parish.  
     If every parishioner who, at the moment, was 
putting loose money on the collection plate, was 
to give something a week through their credit 
card, it would mean we could service that loan 
easily. Some parishioners are in a financial    
situation where they could give an extra dollar or 
two a week to the work of God in the parish. And 
if those who do not give through envelopes, direct 
debit or credit card were to start giving         
something, no matter how small, it would mean 
their money was going into the right collection 
and staying in the parish to service our loan. The 
modern way is to use the credit card. 
     Today I am asking for a change in the way 
people donate money.  I am asking that those who 
support the parish anonymously change their           
giving habits.  I am asking that parishioners     
donate in a way that we can plan for the future 
and better serve our Catholic community.  
     I am also asking that those who have made a 
weekly commitment through the Planned Giving 
might make up any shortfall in their committed 
giving before the end of the financial year. That 
would be very helpful to us.  
     While it can be said that the priest is always 
asking for money - and that is part of his job - it 
needs to be noted that he never asks for money 
for himself.  Never!  It is only once a year he asks 
for money for the parish.  Do people realise this?   
     Donating by credit card is the way to go.  Now 
is the time to change. 
     If you have any doubts that I trust in your  
generosity, please note that in the same week as I 
signed the loan agreement to pay $14,712 to the 
bank a month, I employed a full-time youth          
minister on an annual income.  Now that is trust!  
It is a well-founded trust in the generosity of the 
people here in St Bernadette’s Parish.  Thanks for 
your support. 

Father John. 
      

LITURGY CORNER 
In the humble signs of bread and wine, changed 
into his body and blood, Christ walks beside us as 
our strength and our food for the journey, and he 
enables us to become, for everyone, witnesses of 
hope. If, in the presence of this mystery, reason 
experiences its limits, the heart, enlightened by the 
grace of the Holy Spirit, clearly sees the response 
that is demanded, and bows low in adoration and 
unbounded love (Ecclesia de Eucharistia #62). Just as 
the Jewish Passover not only recalls the Exodus 
experience and makes it present again, so too 
does the Eucharistic celebration of Christians. In 
today’s Gospel (Mark 14:12-16, 22-26) we are again 
reminded of the significance of Jesus’ words – that 
he gave his life and shed his blood for us. This gift 
draws those who love Jesus into a special unity 
and asks of us how we live our lives in service of 
others.  

We have a new staff member. Luke Hackett has been 
appointed to the parish staff with his major role being 
Youth Minister. He will begin work on Wednesday.  
Thanks to all who have been praying that this position 
would be filled with a suitable candidate. 



 

 

BLANKETS FOR THE NEEDY:   The        
second morning tea for 2009 will be this 
Wednesday 17 June at 10.00am in the 
Marian Centre. Approx. 20 blankets have 
already been completed this year for St. 

Vincent de Paul Society. All welcome! Bring your       
knitting/crocheting and enjoy good company and       
refreshments. Transport available if needed. R.S.V.P. 
Jo 9634 5961 or Hilary 9894 5913 
 
ENTERTAINMENT BOOKS 09/10: Have you bought 
the new edition yet?  All editions will be available after 
all masses NEXT weekend or can be purchased from 
the Parish Office during office hours. Buy your new 
book now and enjoy another year of great savings. $55 
for Parramatta/Hills edition or $65 Sydney North &        
Sydney – these books are the best value ever! Check 
out the sample books in the foyer and see for yourself. 
All profits support our Life Teen Youth Ministry.�
 

ST PAUL NATIONAL E –CONFERENCE - an initiative 
of the Australian Bishops Conference, will be held on 
Tuesday June 30 in schools, parishes and centres 
across Australia. In partnership with the Catholic      
Education Office, Parramatta, Our Lady of Mercy       
College would like to invite you to the College to be a 
part of this exciting experience The day will begin with 
Morning tea at 10am and will conclude at 4.15pm.       
Participation in the E-Conference is free and morning 
tea and lunch will be provided. It is necessary to register 
attendance with OLMC by phoning Mrs Jennifer Felkin 
at the College on 9683 3300 by Wednesday June 24. 
 
CATECHIST REFLECTION  All Catechists are invited 
to attend a Reflection in the Parish Hall this               
Tuesday,16 June at 7.30pm presented by Sr Judy. 
 
SCHOOL DINNER DANCE: St Bernadette's P&F         
invites the Parish Community to join them 
for their annual Dinner Dance to be held on 
Saturday 4th July in the Sovereign Room at 
Castle Hill RSL. The evening will             
commence at 7pm and conclude at 12           
midnight. Cost is $65 per head. Organise a 
table of 10 people or a table can be        
arranged for you. Any queries please contact Vanessa 
Wadih on 98947776 or 0438393536. 
 

REFLECTION DAY FOR WOMEN  “Do Whatever He 
Tells You!” (Jn 2:6) on Monday 6 July at Mt Schoenstatt, 
Fairlight Rd, Mulgoa from 9.30am to 2pm. BYO lunch. 
$10 donation. Phone 4773 8338. 
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LIFE Nights bring along your favourite saying       
because we want to know about the things you say 
and what you really mean! Starting in the Hall 
straight after the 6pm Youth Mass TONIGHT for 
anyone in Years 9 to 12 at high school. The night 
will finish at 8:30pm as usual. 
 

����� ���� � �����������	���
���
�����	�������������
�����������������
���� ������������������������
���� �

��� ������
� �
� 
����� ���� ������������  ���
� !"� 
���� �����
�������  
�

�	
�������
	���������������� �
����� �	����� �� ������ �� ����� � #����	�$����
���	����%����	�$"������	�
�����	�������������&����
$"� �
�

����� ����� �� ���� �� 	�� ���� � �����	�$�������	�
��� '�������	�$(��� ���	� 
��� ��	���� ��� ������ �� )�
��� �
 ����������*����+�� �������� ,���������������� ����
,���������� ,������ ���� ���� ���� +	� �� 
���������
������
�-�
��.����-�����������/������,��������
�

0�
��������� ���� ��
���������� 
����� 
��� ���� ������
������*�������+����������
�	����
������������������ �
����*�+�����***���
�������������������
�

Please pray for our following Life Teen leaders – 
Veronica Sahabu, Stef Musgrave, Monique       
O’Callaghan, Matt Ashton and Adam Chioatto - who 
are in Phoenix, Arizona this week attending the Life 
Teen Training Convention. The convention begins 
today and will run through to Wednesday.  
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SACRAMENTAL PREPARATION 2009  
 

· All Confirmation details must be finalised – please email (sacraments@stbernadette.org.au) or contact Alice   
      at the parish office asap. 
· Rehearsal:  NEXT Saturday 20th June – 2pm (Thursday ceremony) & 3:30pm (Friday ceremony) 
· Sacramental Celebrations  – All parishioners welcome: 

Confirmation - Thursday 25th & Friday 26th June at 7:30pm.  
Eucharist -  Sunday 28th June at 6pm vigil, 9am & 10:30am 

    - Sunday 5th July at 6pm vigil, 9am, 10:30am & 6pm. 
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St Bernadette’s Parish Community  

Parish House, 367 Old Northern Road, Castle Hill, N SW 2154 
  

Telephone 9634 2622    Fax 9899 3511    Email: admin@stbernadette.org.au 
Web page: http://www.stbernadette.org.au 

 
  

Parish Staff      Mass Times for this Week  
Fr John Boyle, Parish Priest     Sunday         Sat        6.00pm 
Fr Eugene Szondi, Assistant Priest        Sun       7.30am, 9.00am, 10.30am &  
Fr Sunny Michael, ms, Assistant Priest                                      6pm Parish LIFE TEEN Youth Mass 
Sr Judy McLeod, rsm, Pastoral Associate      Weekdays     Mon  6.45am    
Mrs Alice Bradshaw, Sacramental Co-ordinator                     Tue  6.45 am,  
Mr Luke Hackett, Youth Minister                  Wed  6.45am,   9.15am 
Mrs Frances Gallagher, Office Manager                           Thurs 6.45am,  9.15am 
Mrs Monica Rubic, Parish Secretary (Finance: Mon-Thu)              Fri  6.45am,  9.15am 
Mr Michael Watson, Maintenance Co-ordinator                          Sat  8.00am  
Mr Darren Edwards, Maintenance      Mass on Public Holidays at 8.00am  

                         Reconciliation   Sat  8.30am-9.00am; 4.30pm-5.30pm 
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Please pray for John Fransen who has died recently and for the anniversaries of Pierre Led Clark (21/6), and 
Clive Barker (16/6). 
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AAACOLYTES/ SERVERS  LECTORS EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS OF COMMUNION 

VIGIL 
Budi Kawiadji 

S1 

Caroline/Paul Dumapit 
Brian Mooney 

John Abernethy 
 

Carole-Anne Lunn, Annarita Mezger, Sabrina Lobo, 
Maureen & Ray Scully, Connie Tierney, Helen Wintle,  

Ros Knezevic, Joe Zammit 

7.30AM 
Edy Kesuma 

S2 

Yolanda Colosimo 
Joyan Fife 

John O’Dea, Annemarie & Daryl Hill, Jennifer Wakeling, 
Matthew Troy, Fran Mulcahy 

9.00AM 
Michael Lopez 

S3 

Angela Crowe 
Nanette D’Arcy 

Neil Bone 

David/Bettina Green, Sally Healey, John & Lois Donnelly, 
Aida Pereira, Von & Mike Lulan, Brian & Katrina Fitzalan 

10.30AM 
Joe Lorenzo 

S4 

Irene Ngu 
Margaret Griffin 

Guy Hannan 

Buds Custodia, Campion, Rani & Cherani Fernando, 
 Kerry Myers, Natalie Parmenter, Sandra & Johan Nelis, 

Rosary Roco 

.6.00 PARISH  LIFE TEEN YOUTH MASS MINISTRY ROSTER - June 21  
Adult Servers 
Andrew Tomic 
James Madry 

Extraordinary Ministers of Communion 
 

Lectors 
Josh Chaney 

Mystique Nelis 
Nicci Heidegger 

Altar Servers 
S5 

Projectionist 
Josh Becker 

 

Gift Preparation 
Ben Mules 

Ushers 
Paul Musgrave 

Phillip Smith 

Welcomers 
Ingrid Fizely 
Jana Fizely 

Musos 

Adam Chioatto 
Belinda Lee 

Darian Jessup-Lonsdale 
Jen Austin 

Jeremy Smith 
Martin Collins 
Stef Musgrave 
Sean Finucane 

Veronica Sahabu 

Bass 
Daniel Ang 

 

Piano 
Alice Bradshaw 

 

Guitar 
Michael Smith 

 

Horns/Strings/
Winds 

Matthew Ashton 
 

Singers 
Alison Wong 

Annabel Irawan 
Aarti D’Cruz 

Monique O’Callaghan 
Tim Bywater 
Julia Calixto 

Cassie Knezevic 
 

CHILDREN’S LITURGY 
Joanna Delvecchio 

Vicki Ford 
 

FLOWER ROSTER 
Olivia Cheng 

CHURCH HOUSEKEEPING 
Andrea Tomic, Ivonne Purnomo, Eva Mustapic 

Krystyna Graczyk, Janice Bonaccorso  
 

 COUNTING (1st Collection) 
Howard Woodward 
Marie Woodward 

COUNTING (2nd Collection) 
Adrian Franks, Cosimo Miccoli, David Tye, 

 Vincent Traynor, Robert Natoli 
 

BOOKSHOP 
Paula Boyd / Heather Woods / Jane Beard / 

Crystal Good / Giuli & Serge Dogulin 

 


