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FUTURE MASS TEXT CHANGES 

From 2010 or maybe the following year, what we 
hear at Mass on a Sunday will be different.  Our 
responses will also be different.  Here Father 
Paul Turner, a parish priest from St Munchin 
Catholic Church in Cameron, MO, USA, who 
assists the secretariat for the meetings of the 
International Commission on English in the 
Liturgy, writes about some of those changes. 
 

T 
he new translation strives for texts that 

can be proclaimed in an understandable 

way. It is not always easy. Some of the 

longer orations are being broken up into 

independent parts, and some words get reworked to 

facilitate understanding. For example, an early draft 

of the collect for the Feast of the Visitation began 

this way: ‘Almighty, everlasting God, who inspired 

the Virgin Mary to visit Elizabeth while bearing 

your Son in her womb ... ’ It was not clear whose 

womb was carrying the Son of God. A later revision 

proposes this: ‘Almighty, everlasting God, while 

the Blessed Virgin Mary was carrying your Son in 

her womb, you inspired her to visit Elizabeth ... ’  

     Many of the texts will be sung, so their cadence 

and rhythm have received extra attention. The 

conclusions to the prefaces, for example, are drafted 

in a way that draws the text to a strong close and 

signals the start of the Holy Holy. Two examples 

are ‘for ever crying out to your glory,’ and ‘we sing 

the hymn of your praise and acclaim without end’. 

Phrases such as these are designed to produce a 

good sound when sung.  

     The use or avoidance of inclusive language can 

have a serious effect on the ability of some 

worshippers to pray. It can be argued that the 

Sacramentary brought these issues to the fore; 

before the vernacular translations, inclusive 

language was not much debated. But once the 

Sacramentary was published, people began reacting 

to its choice of words. The 1974 version of the 

words of consecration, for example, included the 

phrase ‘for you and for all men’. By 1985 the word 

‘men’ was dropped.  

     More results will be seen in the revised 

translation. For example, almost all the current 

opening prayers address God as Father. Decades 

ago, this was thought to be a warmer word than 

‘God’, which would have been a more literal choice 

for the Latin word ‘Deus’ that begins these prayers. 

‘Father’ is more familiar, but of course it also 

carries gender-specific freight. The new translation 

consistently uses ‘God’ in these instances, a form of 

address that many worshippers will find more 

appealing. Almost universally throughout the draft 

of the missal, ‘brothers’ now appears as ‘brothers 

and sisters’, and words such as ‘man’ have been 

recast as ‘humanity’, ‘people’ or ‘men and women’.  

     Not everyone will be pleased with the results. 

The pronouns referring to God remain masculine. 

And there are times when the draft leaves the word 

‘man’ in place, largely because it was difficult to 

find a different solution, even after having 

discussed several alternatives. Still, those concerned 

about inclusive language should discover many 

improvements designed to ease their entrance into 

the spirit of prayer.  

     Some significant changes will probably never be 

evident to worshippers. For example, an early draft 

of the collect for the Mass for persecuted Christians 

prayed to God for those ‘who suffer because of your 

name’. The word ‘persecution’, which appears 

clearly in Latin, was missing from the draft after the 

word ‘suffer’, making the prayer sound tepid. Since 

the traumatic persecution of Christians continues in 

many parts of the world today, it demands the 

prayerful attention of the Church. The word 



 

 

Today’s Readings 
 

First Reading: Jeremiah 31:7-9. An 
exhortation to shout and praise the Lord, 
for his divine plan is to bring his people 
home from exile in the lands of the north 
and the far ends of the earth. 
 

Second Reading: Hebrews 5:1-6. The 
Hebrews are reminded that priests are 

human, and that they are able to sympathise with sinners 
because of it. Each priest, even Christ, is called by God. 
 

Gospel: Mark 10:46-52. The story of Bartimaeus the 
blind beggar, who broke through the disapproving crowd 
to demand the attention of Jesus, and whose faith led to 
his sight being restored. 

 

Next week: All Saints - Year B   
Revelations 7:2-4,9-14; 1 John 3:1-3; Matthew 5:1-12 

 
Feast Day this Week 

Ss Simon & Jude - Wednesday, 28 October 
 

HOLY HOUR every Thursday from 8.00 to 9.00pm       
including Rosary, prayers, hymns & scripture reading. 
All welcome! 
 

EVER THOUGHT OF BEING AN ALTAR SERVER? 
It takes a training course and some commitment to 
keep to a mass roster. If you are interested, please 
see one of the priests after Mass for an application 
form. Training sessions commence on Saturday 
afternoons starting Saturday November 7. 
 

LITTLE ROCK SCRIPTURE STUDY GROUP:  You 
are invited to join in and listen, reflect and discuss the 
Scripture readings for the coming ADVENT season, 
meeting on Wednesday mornings at 10am until 
11:30am for 4 weeks, starting from November 4 in the 
Marian Centre. Please ring the parish office if you are 
wanting to participate, so books can be ordered. 
 

MASSES FOR ALL SOULS’ DAY - MONDAY, NOV 2 
6.45am;  9.15am;  7.30pm 

 

LITURGY CORNER 
 

Bartimaeus (Mark 10:46-52) is persistent! His only 
response when told to be quiet is to shout all the 
louder! He recognised his need for healing and asks 
Jesus for mercy – he recognised Jesus is the one who 
has the power to forgive and to heal. His faith is in 
contrast to those who see physically, but who do not 
have the sight which faith gives. Bartimaeus called 
Jesus ‘Son of David’ which was the title used to refer 
to the long awaited Messiah! Jesus heard the cry of 
the blind Bartimaeus over the noise of the crowd and 
sent him on his way with his sight restored. We live 
in a world of almost constant noise: do we listen for 
the voice of Jesus or are we distracted?  

‘persecution’ was restored to make the intent of the 

prayer more explicit. No one will notice the 

refinement, but the very unobtrusive sound of the 

phrase signals its success as a translation.  

     Beyond the issues of translation, the third edition 

of the missal will include some editorial 

improvements that should make a difference in how 

the Mass sounds. The presider’s texts will be 

divided with greater attention to sense lines and 

page turns. The Eucharistic Prayer for Masses for 

Various Needs and Occasions, currently available 

only in a volume separate from the Sacramentary, 

will appear between the same two covers as all the 

other eucharistic prayers. This accessibility should 

increase its usage. Single-use prefaces will appear 

on the same page as other presidential prayers for 

the feast in question. These small editorial matters 

will enhance the smooth celebration of the Mass.  

     The date for the release of the missal is still 

unknown. Over the next few months the work will 

pass from the International Commission on English 

in the Liturgy to the various English-language 

episcopal conferences, who will vote on it section 

by section. The Congregation for Divine Worship 

and the Discipline of the Sacraments will need to 

give its approval, which it prepares in consultation 

with another body, Vox Clara. Even Pope Benedict 

will need to be involved because the draft calls for 

changes to the formula of consecration (‘Take this, 

all of you, and eat of it, for this is my Body ... The 

Blood of the new and eternal covenant; it will be 

poured out for you and for many ... ‘). The best 

guesses now put the publication date at 2010 or 

2011.  

     The new translation will have a new style. It will 

put different words into the mouths of worshippers 

and ministers. The process of changing will be 

difficult for many. The hope is that it will be worth 

the effort. The missal will attempt to do better what 

no translation can do adequately: give us words to 

praise our God.    

   [This article is by Father Paul Turner and is 

reprinted from America, 2 June 2008.] 

 
 

AN AMAZING STORY OF CONVERSION:  On 
Wednesday 28 October in St Bernadette’s Church 
after a special 7pm Mass for healing, Geraldine, a 
mother of six, will share her story about an experience 
of Jesus and Mary that changed her life.  She has 
shared her story overseas over the last 8 to 9 years 
(USA, Ireland & New Zealand). 
  Following the talks, she prays individually with 
people and people have claimed healings (back, 
thyroid, cancer, alcohol addiction).   
  The Blessed Sacrament will be exposed while 
Geraldine prays with people and the Rosary and 
Divine Mercy Chaplet will be recited. Confessions will 
also be heard.  Fr Eugene has been overseas with her 
and her husband and has invited her to this parish. 

 

Prayer for the Year of the Priest, 2009 -2010 
 

God our Father, 

You call men to be your priests and so guide your people in 

the ways of faith. 

Grant them the graces they need to fulfil your will. 

Through Christ our Lord. Amen. 



 

 

 

A LIFE-CHANGING OPPORTUNITY 
 

What  The RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation for  
  Adults) is about to begin. 
 

Who i)  Those interested in exploring their  
 Catholic faith 
 ii) Anyone who is considering what it  
 means to be a Catholic Christian (with 

the possibility of joining the Church) 
 

Where In the Marian Centre 
 

When  Wednesday evenings 
  from 7.30 to 9.00pm 
  First gathering 21 October 2009 
 

Interested Ring Cheryl & Richard Koen 9659 0316 / 
  0419 013 242 or Sr Judy 9634 2622 
 

Invitations are available at the church doors. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LIFE Nights presents  Picnic @ Heritage Park, 
Castle Hill. We will meet at the end of 
Heritage Park Drive, 11:30am till 3:30pm, 
Saturday the 31st October. For Grades 8 to 
12 and bring a friend. $5 for food and 
drink. 
 

Into LIFE is this Monday 7 - 8.30pm in the parish 
hall. Bring $2 donation for food & drink. All in      
Years 6 - 8 are welcome to attend.  
 

Young Adults Night: Thurs 5 November at 7.30pm 
in the Basement for anyone 18 years and older. 
Speaker - James Cross Topic - Mission and Micro-
economy. 
 

Point to Ponder: 

Mark 10:51 “Your faith has saved you” – We must 
have faith in the unseen Christ; here we see a blind 
man saved by his faith and healed. 
 

Pray For: 

We ask God to help all who are doing exams and 
assignments at the moment. May all of the time spent 
preparing and studying be blessed with good results.  
  
Need some inspiration or some faith facts? This 
fantastic web site is for you - www.lifeteen.com.  
 
 

St Bernadette’s Primary School Fun Fair 
357 Old Northern Road, Castle Hill  

Friday 6 November 2009 
Great Rides, Reptile Show, Dance Performances, 

Showbags, Plants, Great Food 
including Italian, Lebanese, Sausage 

Sizzle, Cakes, Cappuccinos, Gelato and 
much much more! 

Time: 3pm – 8.30pm 
 

ST BERNADETTE’S NETBALL CLUB Registration 
day for 2010 Winter Competition is on Saturday 31 
October in the Parish Hall 2pm to 4pm for those who 
are turning 7 years and above in 2010 and would like 
to play Netball in the competition. New players (and 
those turning 12 in 2010) require a copy of birth 
certificate and passport sized photo. For information 
phone Jo Biggs on 8850 0324. 
 

CASTLE HILL CEMETERY MASS: An All Souls’ Day 
Mass will be celebrated at Castle Hill Cemetery on   
Saturday 7 November at 10.30am. There is plenty of 
parking in the grounds. 
 

ST MONICA’S REUNION LUNCH: Past mothers, 
teachers and friends of St Monica’s School North 
Parramatta are invited to a luncheon at the Auditorium 
of Northmead Bowling Club, Windsor Rd, Northmead 
on Saturday 7 November at 11:30am. Please contact 
Margaret Irving 8882 9115 or 0421 071 939 for more 
info or to RSVP (by 2 Nov). 

    Youth & Young Adults Ministry 

 Leading Teens             Closer To Christ 
 
 

Celebrating 10 Years at St Bernadette’s. 

NOVEMBER MASSES 
 

November is a traditional time to remember those who 
have died.  In this Parish there will be a Book of       
Remembrance on the sanctuary near the paschal      
candle. Those who wish to have their loved ones      
remembered are asked to include the names on the 
special November Mass offerings envelopes, and the 
Parish will add their names to the book. Only the 
names of recently deceased and anniversaries will be 
noted in the bulletin.  Regarding the offerings amount, 
a decision by the Australian Bishops’ Conference has 
noted that November Mass offerings are $20 per 
Mass.  However, St Bernadette’s Parish will always 
continue to offer masses for the intentions of its     
parishioners, irrespective of the amount offered. 
     Parishioners are also invited to place a photo of 
any recently deceased parishioner or relative on a 
board which will be available in the Church foyer. 
Please place the name of the deceased person on the 
back of the photo together with details of the sender’s 
name, address and phone number in case the photo 
is left behind or lost. 

PLEASE NOTE: Parish-
ioners are asked to write 
the amount of money that 
is inside their weekly     
envelope on the outside of 
the envelope. This is a 
great help to the money 
counters. 
 
ST BERNADETTE’S CHRISTIAN MEDITATION 
GROUP invites you to An Introduction to Christian 
Meditation and afternoon tea on Saturday 14        
November from 1.30 to 4.00pm in the Marian Centre. 
RSVP Marilou Sandejas 9680 4531 or Lesley Maker       
9873 1321. 

COME - SEE … 21 November 2009   
Topic: The Gift of Advent 
Time:  12 noon. BYO lunch, then 1 to 4.45pm 
Place:  Marymount, 34 David Rd, Castle Hill 
Cost:    $35.00 
RSVP:  17 November to the parish office. 
           Sr Judy 

Write the amount here. 



 

 

St Bernadette’s Parish Community 

Parish House, 367 Old Northern Road, Castle Hill, NSW 2154 
  

Telephone 9634 2622    Fax 9899 3511    Email: admin@stbernadette.org.au 

Web page: http://www.stbernadette.org.au 
 

  

Parish Staff      Mass Times for this Week 

Fr John Boyle, Parish Priest     Sunday         Sat        6.00pm 
Fr Eugene Szondi, Assistant Priest        Sun       7.30am, 9.00am, 10.30am &  
Fr Sunny Michael, ms, Assistant Priest                                      6pm Parish LIFE TEEN Youth Mass 

Sr Judy McLeod, rsm, Pastoral Associate      Weekdays    Mon  6.45am    
Mrs Alice Bradshaw, Sacramental Co-ordinator                     Tue  6.45 am,  
Mr Luke Hackett, Pastoral Associate (Youth)                Wed  6.45am,   9.15am 

Mrs Frances Gallagher, Office Manager                           Thurs 6.45am,  9.15am 
Mrs Monica Rubic, Parish Secretary (Finance: Mon-Thu)      Fri  6.45am,  9.15am 

Mr Michael Watson, Maintenance Co-ordinator               Sat  8.00am  
Mr Darren Edwards, Maintenance               Mass on Public Holidays at 8.00am 
          

                         Reconciliation   Sat  8.30am-9.00am; 4.30pm-5.30pm 
 

Baptisms and Marriages:  By appointment only. Contact the Parish House. Please note the Church law: Parents are 
obliged to take care that infants are baptised in the first few weeks.  As soon as possible after the birth or even before 
it, they are to go to the pastor to request the sacrament for their child and to be prepared properly for it. [Can.  867 §1] 

  
St Bernadette’s Parish School:  Mr Paul Colyer, Principal 9634 2898 

 

Please pray for Florence Daley (funeral Wed at 1pm at St Michael’s, Baulkham Hills), John Scott (brother of Fr 
David Scott), Domenico Andrea Strangio, Anthony Brady and Alberto de Jesus who have died recently and for the 
anniversaries of Anthony Zavier Dalpadado, Philippe Bellerose, Isabel Brito and Jerry Ecarma (b/day). 
 

Prayers for the Sick: Abel De Guzman and Helana Habib. 

ROSTERS FOR NEXT WEEKEND – October 31 & November 1 

AAACOLYTES/ SERVERS  LECTORS EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS OF COMMUNION 

VIGIL 
Zeno Hong 

S7 

Rebecca Barrett 
Tony Calabria 

Douglas/Felicity Carvalho 

Iciar Quintana, Cathy & Mark Richmond, Alf Jacobs,  
Carmel James, Stephen & Janice MacMahon,  

Don & Remie de Leon 

7.30AM 
Joe Josue 

S8 

Gerard Kearney 
Daryl Hill 

Audrey Markowskei 

Patricia Bright, Hilary Burton, Margaret Elder,  
Ken Short, Peter Grace 

9.00AM 
Budi Kawiadji 

S9 

Ann O’Brien 
Susan Moore 

Peter Hine 

Stephen Suen, Howard Woodward, Janice Bonaccorso, 
Marcia Bosen, Shane Robinson, Rosalind Yeo,  

Elizabeth Vasta, Angela Stenglin, Patricia Williams 

10.30AM 
Edy Kesuma 

S10 

Eamon Keane 
Donna Boddy 

Jo-Ann Campion 

Marion McDonald, Mila Mina, Michael Puckeridge,  
Florina Vanderwaals, Barbara Shannon,  

Wendy Stone, Tony & Wendy Smith, Barry Halpin 

.6.00 PARISH  LIFE TEEN YOUTH MASS MINISTRY ROSTER - November 1 

Adult Servers 
Gillian Pak 

Marc Clasquin 

Extraordinary Ministers of Communion 
 

Lectors 
Stef Musgrave 

Jen Austin 
Raquel Lobo 

Altar Servers 
S6 

Projectionist 
Larissa O’Callaghan 

 

Gift Preparation 
Michael Piggott 

Ushers 
Alfonso Aguikera 

Welcomers 
Tony Muscat 
Tina Muscat 

Musos 

Adam Chioatto 
Belinda Lee 

Darren Edwards 
Ian Pomeroy 

Mitchell Waters 
 

Bass 
Erich Gracias Flor 

 

Piano 
Alice Bradshaw 

 

Guitar 
Michael Smith 

 

Horns/Strings/
Winds 

Matthew Ashton 

Singers 
Darian Jessup-

Lonsdale 
Julia Calixto 

Monique O’Callaghan 
Natalie Jones 

Maree Calabria 

CHILDREN’S LITURGY 
Karen Grace 

Marianne Holohan 
 

FLOWER ROSTER 
Maria Battaglia 

CHURCH HOUSEKEEPING 
Margaret Griffin, Margaret Sanders, 

 Faye Goldsworthy, Maree Greenwell 
 

 COUNTING (1st Collection) 
Alfred Tsang 
Gladys Tsang 

COUNTING (2nd Collection) 
David Soloman, David Hollis, Brian Iles,  

Joe Harney, Kaylene Hollis, Anthony Denham 
 

BOOKSHOP 
Maureen Gain / Catherine Seddon / Jan Harrild / 

Maria Barros / Bernadette Boulos 

 


