
 

 

O ne point overlooked in Tuesday’s 
Federal Opposition stoush was that 
the key players were all Catholics.  
The Catholics were 

at it again on Thursday. This 
time in New South Wales. I am 
not saying that they are all fully 
paid-up, card-carrying members 
with Planned Giving numbers - 
I have a suspicion that some are 
actually unfinancial members.  
But they have all had some kind 
of Catholic upbringing. Joe 
Hockey and Tony Abbot both 
went to the same school, St 
Ignatius’ College, Riverview.  
Malcolm Turnbull is a convert 
to Catholicism and even Kevin 
Andrews, who made an early 
run against Turnbull ten days 
ago, is Catholic. Brendan 
Nelson, with an obvious devotion to the Blessed 
Trinity, winning the leadership by three votes in 
November 2007, was ousted by Malcolm 
Turnbull, 45 to 41 in September last year. He 
referred often to his Catholic 
upbringing. 
     No one is as upfront about 
their faith, however, as the new 
Leader of  the Federal 
Opposition, Tony Abbott.    
    What he brings to his position 
is a preparedness to say 
unashamedly he is Catholic. He 
doesn’t see religion as some 
private affair, to be practised on 
Sunday for an hour, and then 
snap frozen for a week until it 
needs to be thawed out again 
w h e n  v i s i t o r s  a r r i v e 
unannounced. We seem to know 
more about him and his private 
life than we know about the 
Prime Minister. 
     In 1980, Tony Abbott was awarded a Rhodes 
Scholarship to Oxford University. He entered the 

seminary at Manly in 1984 to study for the 
priesthood for the Archdiocese of Sydney.  In 
1986 the Archdiocese was broken up into Sydney, 

Parramatta and Broken Bay. 
      Tony was placed on a 
pastoral work experience 
programme at Our Lady of the 
Way, Emu Plains, with Father 
Kevin Hannan. Here it was 
decided that priesthood was not 
for him and he left in 1987. A 
year later he married Margaret 
Aitken at the Riverview college 
chapel. 
     That he studied for the 
priesthood at all, if only for 
such a brief period, has raised 
suspicion amongst some 
journalists that he is somehow 
un-Australian. Already the 
press has started about what 

they term his “fiercely Catholic-Conservative 
[views] on abortion, euthanasia, monarchy, same-
sex marriage…”  (What exactly is a ‘fiercely 
Catholic-Conservative view’ on the monarchy?)   

     As for abortion, euthanasia 
and same-sex marriage, these 
are straight-forward issues 
which the Church has been 
speaking about from the 
beginning of Christianity. The 
Church has always held the 
same view and preached the 
same doctrine. The Catholic 
position is balanced, well-
thought-through, rational, and 
long-held. I find it offensive 
when journalists can imply that 
politicians who stand up for 
principles and state clearly what 
they believe are unfit for public 
office. 
     Miranda Divine came to 

Abbott’s defence on Thursday. “For them”, she 
wrote, “Abortion on demand, no matter what the 
circumstances, is a bedrock article of faith. This is 
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WHAT ARE THE CATHOLIC POLITICIANS UP TO? 
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First Reading: Baruch 5:1-9. Baruch 
echoes the message of Isaiah that 
God will enable us to walk safely on 
level ground. 
 

Second Reading: Philippians 1:4-6,8-11. 
Paul wants us to prepare for the Day of 

Christ. His prayer for us is that we will 
always recognise what is best. 
 

Gospel:  Luke 3:1-6. John the Baptist is the one who 
fulfils the prophecy about preparing a way for the Lord 
and shows us what needs to be done. 

 

Next week: 3rd Sunday of Advent Year C   
Zephaniah 3:14-18, Philippians 4:4-7, Luke 3:10-18. 

 

Feast Day this Week 
St Ambrose - Monday, 7 December 

Immaculate Conception - Tuesday, 8 December 
 

HOLY HOUR every Thursday from 8.00 to 9.00pm 
including Rosary, prayers, hymns & scripture reading. 
All welcome! 
 

ATTENTION READERS: A limited number of copies 
of Break Open the Word containing Sunday Mass 
readings for 2010 - Year C are available from the 
Parish Office for $10 each. 
 

 

DINNER WITH GERALDINE DOOGUE: You are 
invited to join in a two course dinner and an evening of 
thoughtful conversation with ABC TV/radio presenter 
Geraldine Doogue speaking on ‘Spirituality: Making 
Connections in our World’ on Friday 12 February 2010 
at 7.30pm in St Bernadette’s Parish Hall. The cost will 
be $45 pp. Details at www.catalyst-for-
renewal.com.au. 
 
USHERS AND COLLECTORS are needed to assist 
with the large congregations at Christmas Masses. A 
roster sheet is now displayed in the foyer. 
 
POSITION VACANT: Reception/Administrative 
Assistant at Campion College, Old Toongabbie. The 
position is full-time. Applications close 18 December. 
Interested applicants should call Paul Abela, Deputy 
Registrar on 9896 9300 or see www.campion.edu.au. 
 

LITURGY CORNER 
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the essence of their visceral, red-fanged rage 
against him. They hold firm to an outdated, 1970s 
view of feminism that requires unquestioning 
belief in abortion as a social good…..Abbott's 
pronouncements on abortion in the past have been 
considered, mild and unthreatening to the legal 
status of the procedure, but to paleo-feminists, the 
fact that he is a male practising Catholic who 
dares to express his private beliefs is secular 
apostasy punishable by social and political 
death.”   
     Even if you don’t like what she writes, you 
have to agree that Miranda has a way with words. 
     “Two years earlier” she continues, “He 
honestly grappled with a taboo subject that affects 
the Christian majority of Parliament, including 
the ostentatiously Anglican (formerly Catholic) 
Kevin Rudd, in a speech. ‘Every abortion is a 
tragedy and up to 100,000 abortions a year is this 
generation's legacy of unutterable shame,’ he said 
in 2006.”    
     The anti-Catholic, pro-abortion push was dealt 
a further blow, then left dumbstruck and 
speechless when Kristina Keneally was elected 
the first woman Premier in this state on Thursday.  
Again, the main players were all Catholic. 
(Notice that I prudently refrain from writing 
about how Christian their Catholic 
supporters/opponents have been?) Like Abbott, 
Keneally wanted to work for the Church. She is 
the only NSW parliamentarian with a theological 
degree. Her masters’ thesis is about gender bias in 
the Catholic Church. She met her husband, Ben, 
who is Tom Keneally’s nephew, at World Youth 
Day in Poland in 1991. Like Tony Abbott, she is 
opposed to abortion. 
     I fear that, up until Kristina Keneally’s and 
Tony Abbott’s succession, some of our Catholic 
young men and women who might have 
considered a career in what Gaudium et Spes,  the 
1965 Pastoral Constitution on the Church in the 
Modern World calls “the difficult yet noble art of 
politics”, would have been put off by the bagging 
they would receive from the press if they entered 
politics and continued to practise their faith. 
       Recent events show that it is possible to be 
both a practicing Catholic and a politician.  In this 
Keneally and Abbott are models for our Catholic 
youth.  That is not to say that either of them will 
be models for long.  Keneally is also a woman 
and a migrant.  She took out Australian 
citizenship in 2000. Her present role should 
encourage some of our young female and migrant 
parishioners to think about a career in “the 
difficult yet noble art of politics”. 

Father John  

 

COLLECT YOUR PACKETS OF PLANNED GIVING 
ENVELOPES FROM THE FOYER TODAY 
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��� Pool Day  – Sunday Dec 13  
10:30 till 2:00 
$5 entry + bring packed lunch and swim gear.  
Waves Fitness & Aquatic Centre - Cnr 
Mileham & Oxley Ave, Baulkham Hills 
 

Ice Skating  – Sunday Dec 20 1:30 till 3:00 
$18 entry + bring nibbles 
Sydney Ice Arena, 11 Solent Circuit, 
Baulkham Hills 
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HAMPER DELIVERIES: On December  15 the youth 
of this parish will join the Vinnies team to deliver the 
Christmas hampers. Ages 16yrs +  are welcome to 
join but those under 18yrs need a permission letter 
allowing them to join in and be driven by our 
parishioners. Start at the Church at 8:30 am and back 
by lunch time.  
�

�������������  Birthday Party for Jesus   
All Young Adults (18-35yrs)  are invited, so bring a 
friend for a fun social evening. Food and beverages 
provided, Cost is only $15 per head.  
Time: 7:30pm Sunday, December 20th 
Location:  367 Old Northern Rd Castle Hill 
please RSVP by 16 Dec to ym@stbernadette.org.au.  
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Christmas Hampers 

Thank you everyone for the 
wonderful response to the 
Hampers but we are now 
looking for more volunteers to 

help us distribute them on Tuesday 15 
December. All you need is a car, some helping hands 
and be available from 7.15am until 7.30am. Please 
contact Maureen Scully on 9634.925 if you can help!! 
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 Leading Teens             Closer To Christ 
�
�

A GIFT BEYOND CHRISTMAS is a project which 
supports disadvantaged families and mature age HSC 
students at Loyola Senior High School Mount Druitt. 
Gift envelopes are available in the foyer of the church 
on the board with hamper situations. Also available 
are copies of the Principal’s report on the usage of the 
$10,000 that was donated last year to this wonderful 
project. Please take a copy if you are interested. 

 
ANGELS AND SHEPHERDS NEEDED  Do 
you have a budding angel or shepherd who 
is school age and would like to be part of 
the dramatisation of the Nativity Story at the 
5pm Christmas Eve Mass here at Castle 

Hill. If so, come to a practice at St Bernadette’s 
Church on a date to be advised from 9.30 to 11.00am. 
All welcome. Any enquiries to Monica Fitzalan on 
9680 3204. 
 
REPARATION PRAYER GROUP: Next Wednesday, 
December 9 from 8 to 9pm in the Basement of the 
Parish Office. Entry through outside door at the       
bottom corner of the building. 
 
CHILDREN’S LITURGY VOLUNTEERS URGENTLY 
NEEDED to assist at 9am Mass on Sundays in 2010. 
If interested please phone Shane on 9634 8362. 
 

NOEL! NOEL! Celebrate Christmas with the sacred 
songs of Latin America and traditional European      
carols. This concert features the Brandenburg Choir 
and musicians on period instruments. St Patrick’s  
Cathedral, Parramatta, on Thursday 17 December at 
7pm. Bookings essential on 9328 7581. 
 
ST BERNADETTE’S FOOTBALL (SOCCER) CLUB  

is accepting registrations for the 2010       
season TODAY, Sunday 6 December from 
9am to 12 noon outside the Parish Hall. For 
details phone Peter Baguley 0414 960472. 
 

ST BERNADETTE’S CHRISTIAN MEDITATION 
GROUP meets in the Lourdes Centre, 31b Brisbane 
Road, Castle Hill. (follow the lighted pathway),       
Thursday Evenings 7.30 – 8.30.  Newcomers very 
welcome. Phone Marilou Sandejas 9680 4531 
(sandejas@ozemail.com.au) or Lesley Maker 9873 
1221 (jandlmaker@optusnet.com.au.) The Christian 
Meditation group will close for a Christmas break on 
17 December, 2009 and resume on 14 January, 2010. 
 

BOOKSHOP NEWS Columban Calendars are      
available at the Bookshop for only $7.00 each.  
Vinnies Christmas Cards (pack of 10) are $6.50. 
Advent Calendars are available now. 

Prayer for the Year of the Priest, 2009 - 2010 
 

Almighty God, 
You have gifted to your church priests 
to model the life of Jesus, the Good Shepherd.  
May they be filled with the Holy Spirit 
as they pastor your flock. 
Through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

�-������������������. �
�	) �+�,/����'�(0� ��1��"���	 ��
(����2��

��7�88���� !���
������
�9
����)�������5�:��� �
��;�88������0�����)������:����
��<�=8������0�����* )'�,''+�9
����:����
���88������0�����,��
���
����:�
������:�����

� �������������� ������
�
�������
���	�
�����=8����
�

� �+�,/���'�(0� ��3�"��	 ��
(�����,�
;�=8��1�<�88��1��8�=8���6�+>�'?'+ +��:&$$�

��+���
��
&���'
�'�%��
�
�� 0��
,����
����;�@�����������;�=8��  



 

 

St Bernadette’s Parish Community  

Parish House, 367 Old Northern Road, Castle Hill, N SW 2154 
  

Telephone 9634 2622    Fax 9899 3511    Email: admin@stbernadette.org.au 
Web page: http://www.stbernadette.org.au 

 
  

Parish Staff      Mass Times for this Week  
Fr John Boyle, Parish Priest     Sunday         Sat        6.00pm 
Fr Eugene Szondi, Assistant Priest        Sun       7.30am, 9.00am, 10.30am &  
Sr Judy McLeod, rsm, Pastoral Associate                                      6pm Parish LIFE TEEN Youth Mass 
Mr Luke Hackett, Pastoral Associate (Youth)      Weekdays     Mon  6.45am 
Mrs Frances Gallagher, Office Manager                     Tue  6.45am,    
Mrs Monica Rubic, Parish Secretary (Finance: Mon-Thu)               Wed  6.45am,   9.15am 
Mr Michael Watson, Maintenance Co-ordinator                           Thurs 6.45am,  9.15am 
Mr Darren Edwards, Maintenance        Fri  6.45am,  9.15am 
                   Sat  8.00am  
                 Mass on Public Holidays at 8.00am  
          

                         Reconciliation   Sat  8.30am-9.00am; 4.30pm-5.30pm 
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Please pray for Avis Vera Lawrie, Francisco da Costa and Michael (Mick) Armstrong who have died recently and 
for the anniversaries of Jack Dane (Dec 3), Floriana Lo Surdo (Dec 8), Lius Cruz (Dec 8) and Barry Taylor (Nov 
30) and in remembrance of Alan Bradshaw and the deceased members of the Zady and Haddad Families 
 

Prayers for the Sick:  Adeline Chong, Monique Guy and Rita Gatt. 
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AAACOLYTES/ SERVERS  LECTORS EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS OF COMMUNION 

VIGIL 
John Stone 

S9 

Rebecca Barrett 
Tony Calabria 

Douglas/Felicity Carvalho 

Carole-Anne Lunn, Annarita Mezger, Helen Wintle, 
Maureen & Ray Scully, Sabrina Lobo, Connie Tierney,  

Ros Knezevic, Joe Zammit 

7.30AM 
Michael Wilson 

S10 

Gerard Kearney 
Daryl Hill 

Audrey Markowskei 

John O’Dea, Annemarie & Daryl Hill, Jennifer Wakeling, 
Matthew Troy, Fran Mulcahy 

9.00AM 
Zeno Hong 

S6 

Ann O’Brien 
Susan Moore 

Peter Hine 

David/Bettina Green, Sally Healey, John & Lois Donnelly, 
Aida Pereira, Von & Mike Lulan, Brian & Katrina Fitzalan 

10.30AM 
Joe Josue 

S7 

Eamon Keane 
Donna Boddy 

Jo-Ann Campion 

Buds Custodia, Campion, Rani & Cherani Fernando,  
Kerry Myers, Natalie Parmenter, Sandra & Johan Nelis,. 

Rosary Roco  

.6.00 PARISH  LIFE TEEN YOUTH MASS MINISTRY ROSTER - December 13  

Adult Servers 
Julia Calixto 

Michael Smith 

Extraordinary Ministers of Communion 
 

Lectors 
Gillian Pak 

Leanne Pak 
Mitchell Waters 

Altar Servers 
S8 

Projectionist 
Matt Ashton 

 

Gift Preparation 
Caitlin Chaney 

Ushers 
Alfonso Aguilera 

Glen Ferry 

Welcomers 
Darren Edwards 

Monica O’Callaghan 

Musos 

Alfonso Aguilera 
Belinda Lee 
Bill Clasquin 

Brenda Clasquin 
Julie Ferry 

Marc Clasquin 
Maria Aguilera 
Tina Muscat 
Tony Muscat 

Vanessa Muscat 

Bass 
Erich Gracias Flor 

 

Piano 
Alice Bradshaw 

 

Guitar 
Daniel Ang 

 

Horns/Strings/
Winds 

 

Singers 
Alison Wong 

Annabel Irawan 
Monique O’Callaghan 

Sara Ang 
Veronica Sahabu 
Adam Chioatto 
Bec Burrowes 

CHILDREN’S LITURGY 
Karen Grace 

Shane Robinson 
 

FLOWER ROSTER 
Margaret Jones 

CHURCH HOUSEKEEPING 
Jeannette Leach, Cathy Teh, Joanne Leach, 

Alicia Maunsell 
 

 COUNTING (1st Collection) 
Alfred Tsang 
Gladys Tsang 

COUNTING (2nd Collection) 
Matthew Troy, Andrew Losurdo, Graham Murray, 

Michael & Julie Puckeridge 
 

BOOKSHOP 
Joanne Barrett / Heather Woods / Bernadette 
Navarra / Barbara Halpin / Natasha Orioles 

 


