WHERE WERE THE WOMEN?

n an almost daily basis, the Sydneyand trust in the Catholic Church in the United
newspapers report sexual abuse ofStates. A further result was that victims came
minors by priests. In the Parramattaforward in Canada and Ireland.

Diocese we have had our own The major issue was that bishops had not
Gethsemane, and a month ago a Sydney priestported these crimes to the police but had
was sentenced to gaol for eighteen months foreassigned priests they knew were offending. The
grooming and procuring a child under the age ofibusers reoffended again and again.

16 Besides putting in place necessary protocols Judge Ryan, who chaired the commission in
for protecting minors, there are various responsekeland looking into these matters, said that when
to this horrendous and unbelievable situationconfronted with evidence of sex abuse, religious
from parishioners. These range from not wantingauthorities responded by moving the sex
to hear any more about it — particularly in a garis offenders to another location, where in many
bulletin — and ignoring it, hoping that it will go instances they were free to abuse again. Two
away, to showing positive support for thebishops resigned and, on Christmas Eve, Pope

remaining non-offending priests @ Benedict the
resignations of two more bishops
“only after fighting a rearguard
action against the Archbishop of
Dublin, Archbishop Diarmuid
Martin, who had pressurised
them publicly and privately to
quit. The scandal has highlighted
the role of the Vatican where this
practice of ‘see no evil was
established by the Congregation
for the Doctrine of the Faith.”

In Ireland the situation was
exacerbated by the papal nuncio
ignoring letters from the Dublin

and the priesthood in this Year o
the Priest.

beat-up by a sensational-seekind
anti-Catholic press are failing to [
clearly see the seriousness of%
these crimes and the damage thg
has been done to innocentf
victims. ;

Cardinal Francis Law was
forced to resign as Archbishop of
Boston in late 2002 in respons
to his failure to adequately
handle the sexual abuse scandal

accepted

in his diocese. The Catholics in the United Stateé\rchdiocese Commission of Investigation headed
were outraged when he was subsequently givehy Judge Yvonne Murphy. This action was
the plumb job of Archpriest of the Basilica of criticised by Ireland’s only cardinal, Sean Brady,

Santa Maria Maggiore.
many people that the Holy See was rewardingesign.

It was interpreted bywho, this week, is being himself pressured to

him with preferment for his inadequate response Since Christmas the scandal has moved to
to victims’ claims thereby showing the world that Holland, Austria, Switzerland and now Germany.
there was little understanding in Rome of the On Saturday the Vatican denounced what it
criminal nature of covering up incidents of sexualcalled aggressive attempts to drag Pope Benedict
misconduct of priests. Cardinal Law’s action inXVI into the spreading scandals of paedophile
these matters was responsible for arpriests in his German homeland “It's rather clear
investigation by civil authorities in other that, in the last days, there have been those who
American dioceses looking for documentationhave tried, with a certain aggressive persistence,
that proved that other bishops were mishandlingn Regensburg and Munich, to look for elements
the problem of priests who were offending. to personally involve the Holy Father in the
The fallout involved massive payouts tomatter of abuses,” Vatican spokesman Father
thousands of victims and a loss of credibility for, Federico Lombardi told Vatican Radio. Even the



Pope’s brother, Monsignor Georg Ratzinger, 86)l| LITURGY CORNER
has been implicated (unfairly) in this latest
scandal.

How different would things have been had we
had women in positions of influence in the
Church when these matters came to light?

The Rosemary Goldie obituary in last week'’s
Massabielledid not tell the story of how, in 1976
the Council of the Laity became the Council for
the Laity with the consequence that the positio
of under-secretary Rosemary had once held, coul
now only be held by a priesthe Tableteported
that she remonstrated with Paul VI, “in a
memorable, but brief audience, her concern abo
the lack of women in positions of responsibility in
the Curia”. R

. Lucetta Scar?ﬁla’ a Jou.ma“St ar!d prpfesm‘or f 1w | First Reading: Ezekiel 37:12-14 The
history at Rome’s La Sapienza University, wrote j\ yZimasmeain | o4 gives new life to his people
about the role of (or lack of) women in the | | \uwetie | through his spirit living in them.
Church in last Friday’'d 'Osservatore Romano |
“This is not just a problem of social justice, of |,+L‘}. |
“equal opportunity” but rather that the church =2
risks not availing itself of talents of primary Gospel: John 11:1-45. Jesus raises Lazarus from the
importance. One example will explain: With dead, proclaiming himself as the resurrection and the life.
regard to the painful and shameful events that Next week: Passion Sunday Year C
have come to light concerning the sexual abuse Isaiah 50:4-7; Philippians 2:6-11, Luke 22:14-23,56
and molestation of young people entrusted to the 4oLy HOUR every Thursday from 8.00 to 9.00pm
care of priests, we would suggest that a greaterincluding Rosary, prayers, hymns & scripture reading.
female presence, not at a subordinate level, wouldAll welcome!
have been able to rip the veil of masculine Holy Day this Week
secrecy that in the past so often covered the Thursday 25 March - Annunciation

reporting of these misdeeds with silence. Women, b arATION PRAYER GROUP meets Wednesdays
be they religious or lay, are more likely to move at 8.00pm in the Basement of the Parish Office. All
in defence of young people when it comes to welcome.

questions of sexual abuse. That way, the churchy, ooz ity To EVANGELISE: An ALPHA course
would have been spared the serious damage thaj pe held in the CCR Centre at Rozelle commencing
this guilty behaviour (silence) procured for it.” with an introduction dinner at 7pm on Monday 12 April.

L’Osservatore Romands the semi-official  The course is held over 10 weeks on Monday
daily newspaper of the Vatican. The article eyenings. In\_/ite a non-churched or non-Christian
appeared on the front page and above the fold _friend or fgml_ly memb_e_r to Iear_n more about Jesus

. and Christianity. Enquiries to Mike or Von Lulan on
the spot reserved for the paper’s lead article. gggg 1383
From any viewpoint this is an extraordinary
change; you could say a seismic shift.

In a FebruaryLetter to Women from the
Catholic Bishops of AustraljgArchbishop Phillip
Wilson wrote that membership of advisory * i
councils and other bodies connected with thel i
Bishops Conference contains 40 per cent womer

(of the non-episcopal positions) with a hope thati i
this percentage would grow, not only in the : Presentations at 9am & 1.30pm in the School Hall !

A_ustrallan Cathol_lc Blshops“ Conference, but ini Meet the Principal - Mr Paul Colyer i
dioceses and parishes too. “We are challenged tg Come and have a look around the school

imagine new ways that women can participate’ Enrolment packs available on the day or
more fully in the life of the Church”, Archbishop from the school office between Tuesday,

AR . i i A
Phillio Wilson said. Father John. 19th April and Friday, 28 May.
P son said ather Jo Enrolments close: Monday, 31 May, 2010.§

i
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Second Reading: Romans 8:8-11. The
Spirit who raised Jesus from the dead
1 isliving in us and giving us life.

LORETO NORMANHURST OPEN DAY on Saturday,
27 March from 11am to 3pm. Enquiries 9473 7316.
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HOLY THURSDAY W\,{,

Mass of the Lord’s Supper k/ Q\lv
7.30pm \J

GOOD FRIDAY =

Stations of the Cross  9.30am & 12noon
The Stations of the Cross are acted out by the
Life Teen young people of the parish at both
sessions. Each session lasts an hour.

@ Afternoon Liturgy

EASTER

Vigil Mass 6.00pm

Sunday Masses 7.30am, 9.00am,
10.30am, 6.00pm

RECONCILIATION
Tuesday of Holy Week Second Rite at 7.30pm

3.00pm

Holy Thursday 9.00am to 10.00am
Good Friday 10.00am to 12 noon
Holy Saturday 8.20am to 9.00am

4.00pm to 5.30pm

PROJECT COMPASSION BOXES are available from
the baskets at the church doors. Please take one
home with you today

PALM SUNDAY YOUTH MASS & BBQ: Bishop
Anthony invites the youth of the Diocese to St
Patrick’s Cathedral for a Youth Mass followed by Q&A
session and BBQ next Sunday 28 March. Gather in
Prince Alfred Park opposite the Cathedral at 5.45pm
for a blessing and procession leading into the Mass.

STATIONS OF THE CROSS will take \//
place on Friday evenings at 7.30pm %\*\

during Lent.

CATENIAN ASSOCIATION Ladies Night at The Hills
Lodge this Tuesday 23 March at 7.15pm. Special
guest speaker. For details Tony Falzon 9680 3079.

OUR LADY OF SCHOENSTATT: Anyone interested
in having the picture of Our Lady of Schoenstatt in
their homes on a rotational basis, please phone Mary
Winslow on 9873 5093.

Closer To Christ

Leading Teens
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PILGRIMAGES WITH FATHER JOHN
Father John is leaving for Europe on June 9 and
taking a 12-day pilgrimage to Fatima, Avila, and
Lourdes, then a second npilgrimage immediately
following the Visitations of Mary Pilgrimage for
eleven-days to Paris, Lisieux, La Salette, Taize, Turin
and other pilgrimage sites in France. You are invited
to join Father John on one or both pilgrimages.
Brochures are available from the sacristy or from
Harvest Pilgrimages www.harvestpilgrims.com or
9390 5460 or call Father John on 9634 2622.

VIVA LA FIESTAI

St Bernadette’s Parish Pastoral Council is inviting
parishioners to register their interest in a
MULTINATIONAL FOOD FIESTA to be held in the
Parish on Pentecost Sunday - 23 May. A limited
number of stalls will be available for any parishioners
who would like to participate in the FOOD FIESTA by
way of cooking traditional dishes and then distributing
these dishes on the stalls set up at the celebration.

Parishioners please register your interest as early as
possible. For more information and bookings please
call Greg Piggott 9680 3977 or 0413 747 214.

FIRST RECONCILIATION

Congratulations to all the children who will receiv

e the Sacrament of Reconciliation for the first tim

e this

week. (Parents are reminded to mark the date for the Confirmation Camp on Wed 14 April in your diary now.)




St Bernadette’s Parish Community
Parish House, 367 Old Northern Road, Castle HilL, N SW 2154

Telephone 9634 2622 Fax 9899 3511 Email: admin@stbernadette.org.au
Web page: http://www.stbernadette.org.au

Parish Staff Mass Times for this Week
Fr John Boyle, Parish Priest Sunday Sat 6.00pm
Fr Eugene Szondi, Assistant Priest Sun 7.30am, 9.00am, 10.30am &

Sr Judy McLeod, rsm, Pastoral Associate
Mr Luke Hackett, Pastoral Associate (Youth) Weekdays Mon
Mrs Frances Gallagher, Office Manager Tue

6pm Parish LIFE TEEN Youth Mass
6.45am
6.45am

Mrs Monica Rubic, Parish Secretary (Finance: Mon-Thu) Wed 6.45am, 9.15am

Mr Darren Edwards, Maintenance Thurs 6.45am, 9.15am
Fri 6.45am, 9.15am
Sat 8.00am

Mass on Public Holidays at 8.00am

Sat 8.30am-9.00am; 4.30pm-5.30pm
/0 L% . & 1 (1 31

Reconciliation
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Please pray for Elizabeth Gavan, Sibyll Halloran and Maria Licciardo who have died recently and for the
anniversaries of Fr Joe Walsh, Ricardo S De Leon, Jose Raring, Thilani Mendis, Andreas & Theodorus Kesuma,
Annabel Dixon, Jane Cassab and Robert Sproule and in remembrance of Cubby Gooden, Delia & Thomas Kearns.

Prayers for the Sick:  Adeline Chong, Marj Orioles, Rita Gatt, Pablito Afable, Antonietta Aloschi, Brian Fausset,
Frank Gould, Pejo Gogic and Goranka Cular.
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ACOLYTES/ SERVERS LECTORS MINISTERS OF COMMUNION
VIGIL Carole-Anne Lunn, Annarita Mezger, Sabrina Lobo,
John Maker Special Roster Maureen & Ray Scully, Connie Tierney, Helen Wintle,
S2 Kelli McGinty, Joe Zammit
7.30AM John O’Dea, Annemarie & Daryl Hill, Jennifer Wakeling,
Stephen MacMahon Special Roster Matthew Troy, Fran Mulcahy
S3
9.00AM David/Bettina Green, Sally Healey, John & Lois Donnelly,
Philip Myers Special Roster Aida Pereira, Von & Mike Lulan, Brian & Katrina Fitzalan
S4
10.30AM Buds Custodia, Campion, Rani & Cherani Fernando,
Melvyn Myers Special Roster Kerry Myers, Natalie Parmenter, Sandra & Johan Nelis,
S5 Rosary Roco

6.00 PARISH LIFE TEEN YOUTH MASS MINISTRY ROSTER - March 28

CHILDREN'S LITURGY
Jana Fizely
Louise Oxford

FLOWER ROSTER
No flowers

Adult Servers Extraordinary Ministers of Communion Musos
Belinda Lee Kate Eagleston Bass Singers
Annalyce Hangan Monica O’Callaghan | Erich Gracias Flor Alison Wong
Loctors Chris Dogulin Piano Annabel Irawan
- Darian Jessup-
Vanessa Muscat Alice Bradshaw Lonsdale
Tina Muscat Guitar Sara Ang
Brenda Clasquin Daniel Ang Veronica Sahabu
Altar Servers Projectionist Horns/Strings/ Bec Burrowes
S1 Matthew Ashton Winds
Gift Preparation Ushers Welcomers
Jeremy Smith Paul Musgrave
Mitchell Johnson-Green Phillip Smith

CHURCH HOUSEKEEPING
Margaret Griffin, Margaret Sanders,
Faye Goldsworthy, Maree Greenwell

COUNTING (1st Collection)
John Faehmann
Len Goldsworthy

Paula Boyd / Heather Woods / Jane Beard /
Crystal Good / Giuli & Serge Dogulin

COUNTING (2nd Collection)
Howard Woodward, Helen Wilson,
John Giorgiutti, Joseph Boudib

BOOKSHOP




