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EUCHARIST: FOOD FOR THE JOURNEY  

T his weekend and next weekend some of 
our younger parishioners will be 
receiv ing Our Lo rd in  Holy 
Communion for the first time. Last 

Thursday and Friday, many of them received the 
sacrament of Confirmation. Now, as full 
Christians, they approach the table of the Lord to 
join us in receiving Christ as “food for the 
journey”. It is most appropriate that this happens 
around the time of the feast of the Body and 
Blood of Christ. Although the name was changed 
in 1970 to express the two elements of both the 
body and blood, most Catholics still refer to it as 
Corpus Christi.  
     Today’s feast might be 
the opportunity for 
parishioners who do not 
normally drink from the 
chalice to begin to do so.  
This is in line with the 
directives found in the 
front of the altar missal 
which says, “Holy 
Communion has a fuller 
form as a sign when it is 
distributed under both 
kinds.  For in this form 
the sign of the Eucharistic 
banquet is more clearly 
ev ident  and c lear 
expression is given to the 
divine will by which the new and eternal 
Covenant is ratified in the Blood of the Lord…” 
     The feast does not have the long history that 
the feast of Pentecost or the Most Blessed Trinity 
does, but a search in the old Catholic 
Encyclopaedia came up with some interesting 
historical facts which I repeat here. This feast has 
always been celebrated on the Sunday after 
Trinity Sunday to solemnly commemorate the 
institution of the Holy Eucharist.  
     Of Maundy (Holy) Thursday, which 
commemorates this great event, mention is made 
as Natalis Calicis (Birth of the Chalice) in the 
Calendar of Polemius (448) for the 24th of 
March, the 25th of March being in some places 

considered as the day of the death of Christ. This 
day, however, was in Holy Week, a season of 
sadness, during which the minds of the faithful 
are expected to be occupied with thoughts of the 
Lord's Passion. Moreover, so many other 
functions took place on this day that the principal 
event was almost lost sight of. This is mentioned 
as the chief reason for the introduction of the new 
feast, in the Bull “Transiturus.”  
     The first we hear of this feast is from St. 
Juliana of Mont Cornillon, in Belgium. She was 
born in 1193 at Retines near Liège. Orphaned at 
an early age, she was educated by the 

Augustinian nuns of Mont 
Cornillon. Here she, in 
time, made her religious 
profession and later 
became superioress. 
Intrigues of various kinds 
several times drove her 
from her convent. She 
died 5 April, 1258 at the 
House of the Cistercian 
nuns at Fosses, and was 
buried at Villiers.  
     Juliana, from her early 
youth, had a great 
veneration for the Blessed 
Sacrament and always 
longed for a special feast 
in its honour. This desire 

is said to have been increased by a vision of the 
Church under the appearance of the full moon 
having one dark spot, which signified the absence 
of such a solemnity. She made known her ideas to 
Robert de Thorete, then Bishop of Liège, to the 
learned Dominican Hugh, later cardinal legate in 
the Netherlands, and to Jacques Pantaléon, at that 
time Archdeacon of Liège, afterwards Bishop of 
Verdun, Patriarch of Jerusalem, and finally Pope 
Urban IV. Bishop Robert was favourably 
impressed, and he called a synod in 1246 and 
ordered the celebration to be held in the following 
year. A monk named John was commissioned to 
write the Office for the occasion.  
     Bishop Robert did not live to see the execution 
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First Reading: Genesis 14:18-20. 
Abraham is greeted by Melchizedek and 
receives a blessing. 
 

Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 11:23-
26. Paul reminds a divided community 
that the Eucharist is a sacrament of unity. 

 

Gospel:  Luke 9:11-17. Jesus welcomes all, teaches all 
and feeds all. 
 

Next week: 11th Sunday in Ordinary Time Year C   
2 Samuel 12:7-10,13, Gal 2:16,19-20, Luke 7:36-8:3. 

 

Feast Days this Week 
Friday 11 June - Feast of the Sacred Heart 

Saturday 12 June - Immaculate Heart of Mary 
 

HOLY HOUR this Thursday from 8.00 to 9.00pm 
including Rosary, prayers, hymns & scripture reading. 
All welcome. 
 

MASS THIS FRIDAY at 9.15am for the Feast of the 
Sacred Heart will be a school Mass. 
 

 

REPARATION PRAYER GROUP meets Wednesdays 
at 8pm in the Parish Office Basement. All welcome.  
 
BLANKETS FOR THE NEEDY: You are 
invited to join the knitters and crocheters of 
this friendly group for morning tea on 
Wednesday 16 June at 10.00am in the 
Marian Centre. Transport available if 
needed. Phone Jo 9634 5961 or Hilary 
9894 5913. 
 

BEREAVEMENT SUPPORT: If you are over 50 and 
have lost your spouse or partner, you are invited to 
join the Upper Room Gathering at 2A Villiers St 
Parramatta on the second Thursday of each month 
from 11.00 to 12.30. The next meeting is this 
Thursday, 10 June and the topic is: “The Difference 
between Depression and Grief” All welcome! Bookings 
essential to Sr. Eileen Quade 9933 0205 or 
eileen.quade@ccss.org.au. 

LITURGY CORNER 
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 of his order, for he died 16 October, 1246 but the 
feast was celebrated for the first time by the 
canons of St. Martin at Liège. Jacques Pantaléon 
became pope on 29 August, 1261.  
     The recluse Eve, with whom Juliana had spent 
some time and who was also a fervent adorer of 
the Holy Eucharist, now urged Henry of 
Guelders, Bishop of Liège, to request the pope to 
extend the celebration to the entire world. Urban 
IV, always an admirer of the feast, published the 
Bull “Transiturus” (8 September, 1264), in which, 
after having extolled the love of Our Saviour as 
expressed in the Holy Eucharist, he ordered the 
annual celebration of Corpus Christi in the 
Thursday next after Trinity Sunday.  
       This Office, composed at the request of the 
pope by the Angelic Doctor St. Thomas Aquinas, 
is one of the most beautiful in the Roman 
Breviary.  
     The death of Pope Urban IV (2 October, 1264) 
shortly after the publication of the decree, 
somewhat impeded the spread of the festival. 
Clement V again took the matter in hand and, at 
the General Council of Vienne (1311), once more 
ordered the adoption of the feast. He published a 
new decree which embodied that of Urban IV. 
John XXII, successor of Clement V, urged its 
observance.  
     The feast had been accepted in 1306 at 
Cologne; Worms adopted it in 1315; Strasburg in 
1316. In England it was introduced from Belgium 
between 1320 and 1325. In the United States and 
Australia, the solemnity is held on the Sunday 
after Trinity.  
          Meanwhile, the newspapers reported today 
that up to five million people took part in the 
annual Corpus Christi procession in Sao Paulo, 
Brazil. 
     “The massive crowd streaming along a 
freeway in the north of the city accounted for 
around a quarter of Sao Paulo's population of 20 
million, and underlined Brazil's position as the 
country with the biggest Catholic population on 
earth. 
     “The event marked Corpus Christi, which falls 
60 days after Easter and is celebrated as a 
national holiday in Brazil. 
     “Many of those marching mixed football fever 
into the proceedings, wearing the green-and-gold 
jerseys of Brazil's national squad competing in 
South Africa's World Cup later this month. 
      “Trucks blaring rock gospel and hymns 
punctuated the procession. Organisers said that 
630 floats coming from all over the country took 
part in the multi-denominational march” 

Father John 

BOOKSHOP NEWS 
First Communion gifts are available from the 
Bookshop which is open after all masses. Holding 
Crosses are now available.  
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Next Sunday night, 13th June after the 
Youth Mass till Monday 14th June at 
9am in the hall under the church ��������
comfor tab le  c lo thes,  b lankets , 

munchies and $5 donation for food, drink & games. �
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Coming soon…… WYD2011 Madrid  
   
POSITION VACANT: The Sisters at the Good 
Samaritan Convent Pennant Hills require a reliable 
and experienced gardener to care for the Convent 
grounds including hedging & lawn maintenance. For 
further information please contact: The Sisters, 
Locked Bag 60, Pennant Hills 1715. Phone 9484 1438 
or email: veronica@goodsams.org.au. 
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THANK YOU to all who gave to the collection last 
weekend which will assist in covering expenses 
incurred for the canonization of Blessed Mary 
MacKillop. A total of $4,640.00 was donated. 
 
VINNIES thanks all donors for their generosity. The 
end of the Financial Year is now very close so please 
remember that donations over $2 are tax deductible. 
Receipts will be given to those who provide their 
name and address. 
 

ENTERTAINMENT BOOKS 10/11: Get your new 
edition now and enjoy another year of great savings. 
At $60 for Parramatta/Hills edition or $65 Sydney 
North & Sydney, these books are the best value ever! 
Check out the sample books in the foyer. Books are 
available from the Parish Office during office hours. 
Funds raised support our Life Teen Youth Ministry. 
 

FIRST COMMUNION: Children from the parish will 
receive their first Eucharist during Masses this 
weekend and next weekend. 
 

REFLECTION DAY FOR WOMEN at Mt Schoenstatt, 
Fairlight Rd, Mulgoa this Monday, 7 June from 
9.30am to 2.30pm. BYO lunch $10 donation. 
Bookings: 4773 8338 or info@schoenstatt.org.au. 
 
LIFE BEGINS AT 50: Cards/Mahjong Friday 
11 June in the  Marian Centre at 7.30pm. 

 Leading Teens             Closer To Christ 
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Emma Ash 
Luke Armstrong 
Lucy Beer 
Michael Carroll 
Christina Caruana 
Matthew Cattell 
Megan Collins 
Andrew Delvechio 
Izaak De Padua 
Emmanuel Desnoux 
Michael D'Souza 
Lachlan Duke 
Callum Duke  
Andria Eberl 
Jacques Fletcher Cauchi 
Reece Gabriel 
Francis Gracias Flor 
Nicholas Healey 
Kate Heidegger 
Niamh Hill 
Joshua Holden 

Breanna Ivankovic 
Nicholas Jones 
Luke Kasis 
Claudia Lagudi 
Patrick Langford 
Gabriella Lawson 
Vanessa Lenzenhofer 
Stacey Leong 
Max Lloyd-James 
Anthony Losurdo 
Alexandra Maher 
Kristina Majetic 

Jordan Marks  
Dominic Mayer 
Shannan McDermott 
Olivia Milicevic 
Sam Miller 
Ryan Murray 
Lourdes Nathan 
Valerie Ng 
Jordan Pagett 
Tom Rakuljic 
Stephin Robinson 
Alexandra Saad 
Christina Saad 
Olivia Sellaro 
David Sirianni 
Madison Theodore 
Belle Urwin 
Jessie Urwin 
Luc-Antoni Yang 
Leena Yang 
Ben Zadro 
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St Bernadette’s Parish Community  

Parish House, 367 Old Northern Road, Castle Hill, N SW 2154 
  

Telephone 9634 2622    Fax 9899 3511    Email: admin@stbernadette.org.au 
Web page: http://www.stbernadette.org.au 

 
  

Parish Staff      Mass Times for this Week  
Fr John Boyle, Parish Priest     Sunday         Sat        6.00pm 
Fr Eugene Szondi, Assistant Priest                 Sun       7.30am, 9.00am, 10.30am &  
Sr Judy McLeod, rsm, Pastoral Associate                                      6pm Parish LIFE TEEN Youth Mass 
Mr Luke Hackett, Pastoral Associate (Youth)      Weekdays     Mon  6.45 am 
Mrs Frances Gallagher, Office Manager                     Tue  6.45am  
Mrs Monica Rubic, Parish Secretary (Finance: Mon-Thu)                Wed  6.45am,  9.15am 
Mr Darren Edwards, Maintenance                             Thurs 6.45am,  9.15am 
          Fri  6.45am,  9.15am 
                   Sat  8.00am  
Reconciliation   Sat  8.30am-9.00am; 4.30pm-5.30pm               Mass on Public Holidays at 8.00am  
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Please pray for Adeline Chong (funeral Wednesday at 10.30am), Hedley Ferguson, Carmel Lynch, Viyaladchi 
Saminathan, Rosario Russo, Jermiah Collison, Linda Johnson and Carmen Nazareth who have died recently and for 
the anniversaries of Frank Holtom, Kathleen Pearce, Bede, Darcy & Connie Smith and Remedios Catacutan. 

 

Prayers for the Sick: Michael Dowson. 
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AAACOLYTES/ SERVERS  LECTORS MINISTERS OF COMMUNION 

VIGIL 
John Stone 

S7 

Rebecca Barrett 
Tony Calabria 

Douglas/Felicity Carvalho 

Carole-Anne Lunn, Annarita Mezger, Sabrina Lobo,  
Maureen & Ray Scully, Connie Tierney, Helen Wintle,  

Kelli McGinty, Joe Zammit 

7.30AM 
Michael Wilson 

S8 

Tony Falzon 
Patricia Bright 
John O’Dea 

Rose & Peter Huby, Gerard & Geraldine Kearney,  
Sarah Markowskei, Joyan Fife 

9.00AM 
Zeno Hong 

S9 

Trevor O’Shea 
Brian Blacklock 
Joanne O’Shea 

Christine Kelly, Catherine Chan, John Hogan, John Leach, 
Hilary Fong, Joan Claxton, Gi Zenere, Mike Reidy,  

Yvette Braganza 

10.30AM 
Joe Josue 

S10 
 

Tony Smith 
Philip Golamco 

Trinity Abbertson-Woo 

Tim Abrams, Coney Lau, Roslyn Knezevic, Ollie Nguy, 
Letty & Robert Yu, Susana Lorenzo, Adel Boudib,  

Dawn Wickramasinghe 

.6.00 PARISH  LIFE TEEN YOUTH MASS MINISTRY ROSTER - June 13  

Adult Servers 
Julia Calixto 

Michael Smith 

Extraordinary Ministers of Communion 
 

Lectors 
Gillian Pak 

Leanne Pak 
 Mitchell Waters 

Altar Servers 
S6                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

Projectionist 
Matt Ashton 

 

Gift Preparation 
Caitlin Chaney 

Ushers 
Alfonso Aguilera 

Glen Ferry 

Welcomers 
Daren Edwards 

Monica O’Callaghan 

Musos 

Belinda Lee 
Alfonso Aguilera 

Bill Clasquin 
Brenda Clasquin 

Julie Ferry 

Marc Clasquin 
Maria Aguilera 
Tina Muscat 
Tony Muscat 

Vanessa Muscat 

Bass 
Erich Gracias Flor 

 

Piano 
Alice Bradshaw 

 

Guitar 
Daniel Ang 

 

Horns/Strings/
Winds 

 

Singers 
Alison Wong 

Annabel Irawan 
Monique O’Callaghan 

Sara Ang 
Veronica Sahabu 

Bec Burrowes 

CHILDREN’S LITURGY 
First Communion 

 
FLOWER ROSTER 
Margaret Jones 

CHURCH HOUSEKEEPING 
Karen D’Souza, Christine Gracia, Jana Fizely, 

Group leader    

 COUNTING (1st Collection) 
Barbara Ingram 
Marie Sammut 

COUNTING (2nd Collection) 
Howard Woodward, Helen Wilson  

John Giorgiutti, Joseph Boudib  
 

BOOKSHOP 
Maureen Gain / Carmel Moriarty / Christine 
Jenneke / Jan Harrild / Bernadette Boulos 

 


