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FATHER JULIAN TENISON WOODS 1833—1889: CO-FOUNDER  

T here is a well-known painting of 
Blessed Mary MacKillop and Father 
Julian Tenison Woods standing 
together. Mother Mary is known far and 

wide as foundress of the Sisters of St Joseph of 
the Sacred Heart, yet she always referred to Julian 
Woods as Father Founder. She reinforced that 
description by writing his life story after he died. 
What could be the reason for her steadfast 
acknowledgment of the joint role of this 
Australian-born daughter of Scottish parents and 
the English priest? In fact, it is impossible to 
reflect fully on her life 
and work wi thout 
knowing about his.  
 The life story of 
Julian Edmund Tenison 
Woods can be divided 
into two parts, the 
experiences of both 
giv ing colour and 
inspiration to his life's 
work.  
 Until the age of 23, 
he lived in England and 
France; the rest of his life 
was spent in Australia, 
with an excursion to South East Asia in the latter 
years. His parents, James Woods and Henrietta 
Tenison were, in fact, both Irish, but when the 
Catholic lawyer wished to marry the daughter of a 
Church of Ireland rector, descendant of an 
Archbishop of Canterbury, the couple moved to 
London  
 With their family of one daughter and seven 
sons, they lived in and around Southwark or 
sometimes in the country at Sydenham. For the 
last years of her short life, Henrietta Woods and 
the younger children, including Julian, lived on 
the island of Jersey. Julian and most of the Woods 
children were baptised at the nearby church of St 
George, Southwark, now a cathedral.  
  Although the Woods children attended a 
variety of schools in their area, their education by 
their father and some tutors ensured that they 
were well versed in literature, history, classical 
languages and natural science. Julian's father and 

three of the older boys became well-known 
journalists. Their religious formation was 
haphazard, but when Julian had already begun 
work at The Times printing house, he met and 
was influenced by some of the most remarkable 
priests of this day, Fathers Frederick Oakeley, 
Frederick Faber and the Passionist Father 
Ignatius Spencer. His deep prayer and 
sacramental life had led him to join the Passionist 
order in the hope of eventual ordination as a 
priest. After profession, however, his health 
could not match the austerity of their life, and he 

was advised to leave and 
find a more congenial 
climate in the South of 
France.  
 Here he joined the 
newly-formed Marists, 
and again his recurring 
h e a l t h  p r o b l e m s 
p r e v e n t e d  h i s 
perseverance in that 
order. He was given a 
teaching position in the 
college near Toulon, 
which was then under 
the guidance of the 

saintly Peter Julian Eymard. Julian Woods dates 
his love of the Eucharist and devotion to Mary 
from those years with St Peter Julian. As well, his 
lifelong study of geological formations began in 
his excursions around the Auvergne. 
 He returned to London in 1853 and, after 
some study of laboratory scientific procedure 
with his brother John, and attending art school, 
he was introduced to Bishop Robert Willson of 
Hobart. The Bishop invited him to accompany 
his party to Tasmania to continue his studies 
towards ordination and teach in a seminary, 
which the Bishop hoped to begin there. 
 And so the first eventful part of Julian 
Woods' formation was now in transition, on a 
long sea voyage during which he studied his 
theology and spirituality books under the 
guidance of Bishop Willson. However, his hopes 
for this Tasmania experience were never fulfilled. 
After riding through the island in order to act as 
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First Reading: Wisdom 18:6-9. The night 
of the first Passover is remembered. It had 
been foretold to the patriarchs, who 
believed  that the Lord would be faithful to 
his promises 
 

Second Reading: Hebrews 11:1-2,8-19. The faith of the 
patriarchs is again recalled when, what seemed 
impossible to achieve were brought about by God.   

Gospel:  Luke 12:32-48. Jesus encourages his followers, 
exhorting them to be attentive to his return. 
 

Next week: Assumption of the Virgin Mary - Year C   
Apoc 11:19,12:1-6,10; 1 Cor 15:20-26, Luke 1:39-56. 
 

Feast Days this Week 
Tuesday 10 - St Lawrence 
Wednesday 11 - St Clare 

Saturday 14 - St Maximilian Mary Kolbe 
 

HOLY HOUR this Thursday from 8.00 to 9.00pm 
including Rosary, prayers, hymns & scripture reading. 
All welcome. 
 
REPARATION PRAYER GROUP meets Wednesdays 
at 8pm in the Parish Office Basement. All welcome.  
 

POSITION VACANT: Accounts Clerk: St Patrick’s 
Parish, Blacktown, seeks an experienced and 
competent Accounts Clerk to manage the accounts for 
a very busy office. Applications close at 5pm on Friday 
2 0  A u g u s t .  F o r  m o r e  i n f o  g o  t o 
www.parra.catholic.org.au  and click on “About your 
Diocese” then “Employment”. 
 
LIFE BEGINS AT 50: Cards/mah-jong  this Friday, 13 
August in the Marian Centre at 7.30pm. 
 
BLANKETS FOR THE NEEDY: You are invited to join 
the knitters and crocheters of this friendly group for 
morning tea on Tuesday 24 August 
from 10.00am in the Marian Centre. 
Transport available if needed. Phone 
Jo 9634 5961 or Hilary 9894 5913. �

LITURGY CORNER 
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chaplain to the many convict settlements, and 
learning that his role was then to be a teacher in a 
school for sons of settlers, Julian informed the 
bishop that he wished to return to England. He 
never did seem to manage his relationship with 
bishops after this experience!  
 Two of his brothers, Edward and James, 
had married and, with their families, were living 
on the mainland by this time. Edward was 
working as a journalist in Melbourne, and James 
in Adelaide was employed by the Central Roads 
Board. Julian decided to visit both brothers before 
leaving Australia, and so arrived in Adelaide in 
late 1855. To support himself he took work on 
The Adelaide Times newspaper and contemplated 
the possibility of following his brothers’ advice to 
marry and settle down. At this point he came 
under the notice of Bishop Francis Murphy, who 
suggested that he place himself under the 
guidance of the Jesuit Fathers who had recently 
been established at Sevenhill and complete his 
studies in preparation for priestly ordination.  
 And so the patchwork of study, which 
began with the Passionists in England, continued 
with the Marist Fathers in France and on the long 
voyage to Australia finished with the Jesuits in 
South Australia. In January 1857 he was ordained 
priest by Bishop Murphy at St Patrick's Church in 
Adelaide and began this new phase of his life.  
 After three months, Bishop Murphy 
informed Julian that he was to travel to the south-
east of the state and become the first pastor of 
Penola parish, which covered a huge area, 
becoming lively as a passage-way to the 
Victorian goldfields. The bishop suggested that 
he take his young brother Terry, who had come to 
join his brothers in South Australia. So began the 
period which Julian always referred to as his ‘Ten 
Years in the Bush’, in a lecture which he 
delivered many times in later years. In that 
memoir he told of those years’ experiences, living 
with the warm-hearted people of the southeast, in 
a small cottage in Penola. 
 From there, he spent weeks at a time riding 
around the district, from Robe to Bordertown, 
around the Coonawarra district and into Victoria, 
from Portland in the south to Edenhope in the 
north, so as to celebrate Mass and the sacraments 
for the Catholics there. It was in Portland that he 
first met two families which were to be important 
in his future life, the family of John Finn and their 
neighbours, the MacKillops. He instructed Mrs 
Finn and received her into the Catholic Church, 
her sponsor being the youthful Mary MacKillop 
from next door. 

Article by Sr Margaret Press RSJ from Perthville 
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Spring Camp 2010 Registration is here !!!  

Registration is open online at 
www.lifeteencastlehill.com.au.  Early 
bird rate is $165 - afterwards $185. 
Into Life “Dr Seuss” (Grades 7-8) is 
on 10-12th September. 
Life Night “Pulse” (Grades 9 -12) is 
on 17-19th September.�$����
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Volunteering Opportunity with Compeer: Can you 
spare just an hour a week to help someone who is 
lonely? Compeer  (a Special Work of the SVdeP 
Society) matches volunteers in one-on-one friendship 
with people living with a mental illness. Volunteers are 
asked to spend an hour a week for at least 12 months 
with their Compeer friend doing simple social 
activities. We are currently seeking female volunteers 
aged 50 – 70 years to match with friends on our 
waiting list. Free training and ongoing support is 
offered. Phone Vanessa Cripps on 9622 2411 or 
email: compeer.blacktown@vinnies.org.au. 
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DIOCESAN WORKS FUND APPEAL TODAY 
 

The Diocesan Works Fund Appeal will be held in our 
parish today. Donations are tax deductible. 
 
ALPHA COURSE: The Alpha courses has 
commenced but it’s not too late to register. 
Invite a Non Churched or Non Christian 
friend, neighbour or family member to learn 
more about Jesus and Christianity. Come 
and be refreshed yourself. The courses are 
held in the evenings on Mondays, Tuesdays 
or Fridays. Enquiries to Mike and Von on 
9899 1383. Course content details on 
Alpha.org.au. 
 

CERTIFICATES for the children who received 
Sacraments during the 2010 Sacramental Programme 
can be collected from the parish office during office 
hours.  
 

CAN YOU SPARE VINNIES A LITTLE 
TIME? From August 21 - 29, the St 
Vincent de Paul Society will hold its annual 
Doorknock Appeal in our Diocese to raise 
funds to help families in need. Are you 

able to spare a few hours of your time on the 
weekend of 21/22 (or 28/29) August to join the great 
St Bernadette’s Vinnies Doorknock Team? Encourage 
your family and friends to join you!  No one too old! If 
you haven’t received a letter, please call Margaret 
Hawkes on 0413013390 or Greg Piggott on 
0413747214. 
 

WHAT DOES MARY MACKILLOP MEAN TO YOU? 
The Diocese of Parramatta’s website has a section 
dedicated to the canonisation of Mary MacKillop. This 
section includes stories from people across the 
Diocese whose lives have been touched by Mary. If 
you have a special connection to Mary that you would 
like to share, go to “Mary MacKillop Canonisation” on 
the home page menu at www.parra.catholic.org.au    
 

PADRE PIO RELICS: To celebrate the 100th 
anniversary of the Ordination to Priesthood of St Pio, 
Good Shepherd Parish, 136 Hyatts Rd, Plumpton will 
have a Veneration of the Relics of St Pio, Mass, 
Rosary and Adoration on Sunday 22 August with 
Mass commencing at 7.30pm. 
 
CHAT & CRAFT: Every 2nd & 4th Fridays of the 
month. Come along this Friday, 13 August in the 
Marian Centre between 10.00am and 2.00pm. Crafts 
are taught/ learned and the conversation and 
community are terrific! All welcome. 
 
ST PATRICK’S CATHEDRAL SPRING FAIR 
RAFFLE is offering, as first prize, a Harvest 
Pilgrimage Package to the value of $4500. The Fair 
will be held on Saturday, 11 September in Prince 
Alfred Park, Parramatta. Contact the Cathedral on 
8839 8411 or www.stpatscathedral.com.au for details 
or to purchase tickets. Details on the noticeboard. 
 

MACKILLOP:  Tickets are now on sale for MacKillop, 
the new Australian musical to be staged as part of the 
Canonisation celebrations.  Performances will be held 
from 1-9 October at the Seymour Centre. Exclusive 
Parish Pre-Sale from August 1–17. Tickets from $35 
(groups of 7+) via the website www.mackillop.info. 

 Leading Teens             Closer To Christ 
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St Bernadette’s Parish Community  

Parish House, 367 Old Northern Road, Castle Hill, N SW 2154 
  

Telephone 9634 2622    Fax 9899 3511    Email: admin@stbernadette.org.au 
Web page: http://www.stbernadette.org.au 

 
  

Parish Staff      Mass Times for this Week  
Fr John Boyle, Parish Priest     Sunday         Sat        6.00pm 
Fr Eugene Szondi, Assistant Priest                 Sun       7.30am, 9.00am, 10.30am &  
Sr Judy McLeod, rsm, Pastoral Associate                                      6pm Parish LIFE TEEN Youth Mass 
Mr Luke Hackett, Pastoral Associate (Youth)      Weekdays     Mon  6.45 am 
Mrs Frances Gallagher, Office Manager                     Tue  6.45am  
Mrs Monica Rubic, Parish Secretary (Finance: Mon-Thu)                Wed  6.45am,  9.15am 
Mr Darren Edwards, Maintenance                             Thurs 6.45am,  9.15am 
          Fri  6.45am,  9.15am 
                   Sat  8.00am  
Reconciliation   Sat  8.30am-9.00am; 4.30pm-5.30pm                 Mass on Public Holidays at 8.00am  
         �
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Please pray for Pedro Hornedo, Cosimo D’Urso, Norman Francis Walshe, Kathleen Win, Philomena Carvalho and 
Julia Barlow who have died recently and for the anniversaries of Luisa Bautista, Bruno Christy, Michael Antonipillai, 
Roman and Fidel de la Cruz, Linda Daniells and Joyce O’Rourke and in remembrance of Bert O’Rourke and 
Deceased Members of the O’Rourke Family. 
 
 

Prayers for the Sick: Caroline Wooster. 
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AAACOLYTES/ SERVERS  LECTORS MINISTERS OF COMMUNION 

VIGIL 
Philip Myers 

S2 

Kristine Murgatroyd 
Brendan McEntee 

Rod Burridge 

Iciar Quintana, Cynthia & Charles D’Emanuele, Alf Jacobs, 
Carmel James, Stephen & Janice MacMahon,  

Don & Remie de Leon 

7.30AM 
Melvyn Myers 

S3 

Anne Parker 
Mary Ward 

Matthew Troy 

John O’Dea, Annemarie & Daryl Hill, Jennifer Wakeling, 
Matthew Troy, Fran Mulcahy 

9.00AM 
Terry O’Mara 

S4 

David Green 
Von Lulan 
Mike Lulan 

David/Bettina Green, Sally Healey, John & Lois Donnelly, 
Aida Pereira, Von & Mike Lulan, Brian & Katrina Fitzalan 

10.30AM 
John Stone 

S5 

Bill Gleeson 
Elizabeth Fogolin 

Michael Puckeridge 

Buds Custodia, Campion, Rani & Cherani Fernando, 
 Kerry Myers, Natalie Parmenter, Sandra & Johan Nelis, 

Rosary Roco 

.6.00 PARISH  LIFE TEEN YOUTH MASS MINISTRY ROSTER - August 15  
Adult Servers 
James Madry 

Extraordinary Ministers of Communion 
 

Lectors 
Josh Chaney 

Mystique Nelis 
Nicci Heidegger 

Altar Servers 
S1                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

Projectionist 
Josh Becker 

 

Gift Preparation 
Ben Mules 

Usher 
Paul Musgrave 

Phillip Smith 

Welcomers 
Ingrid Fizely 
Jana Fizely 

Musos 
Belinda Lee 

Darian Jessup-Lonsdale 
Jeremy Smith 

Martin Collins 
Stef Musgrave 

Veronica Sahabu 

Bass 
Daniel Ang 

 

Piano 
Alice Bradshaw 

 

Guitar 
Michael Smith 

 

Horns/Strings/
Winds 

Matt Ashton 
 

Drums 
Justin Abeleda 

Singers 
Alison Wong 

Annabel Irawan 
Julia Calixto 

Sara Ang 
Maree Calabria 
Natalie Jones 

CHILDREN’S LITURGY 
Rhonda Loftus 

Sneha Sampath 
 

FLOWER ROSTER 
Margaret Jones 

CHURCH HOUSEKEEPING 
Jeannette Leach, Cathy Teh, Joanne Leach, 

Alicia Maunsell   

 COUNTING (1st Collection) 
Howard & Marie Woodward 

COUNTING (2nd Collection) 
Bill Lee, Greg Piggott, Christopher Crowe, 

Eddy Pagnucco 
 

BOOKSHOP 
Paula Boyd / Heather Woods / Jane Beard / 

Crystal Good / Giuli & Serge Dogulin 

 


